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is a joint venture co-financed by the European 
Commission and the Japanese Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI). Its aim 
is to foster the development of industrial 
cooperation between companies from 
both regions through training programmes 
for businesspeople, for EU and Japanese 
students and researchers, and through 
information services and an industrial 
dialogue.

This quaterly newsletter is produced by the 
EU-based office of the EU-Japan Centre, and 
is primarily intended to provide EU/Japan-
related news.

Business Opportunities in Japanese 
Public Procurement ? 
the Japan tax & Public Procurement helpdesk (JttP) 
can help you get started!
Negotiations between the eU com-
mission and the Japanese government 
to conclude an economic Partnership 
Agreement (ePA) have been going on 
for a couple of years. Divergent views 
between the two sides on whether 
access to the Japanese public procu-
rement market is limited, is one of the 
most contentious issues on the agenda.  
In the firm belief that with proper sup-
port successful business ventures in 
public procurement in Japan are pos-
sible, the eU-Japan centre is setting up 
a new support service for eU SMes: - 
the Japan tax and Public Procurement 
Helpdesk  (JtPP). the Helpdesk has a 
dual mission: - Supporting eU SMes in 
their commercial endeavours in the 
Japanese public procurement market 
and providing first-line information on 
Japan tax issues.

Did you know?
• of the 78.000 companies who possessed 
qualifications to supply to national govern-
ment entities, only 264 were foreign-based 
companies;
• more than a quarter of competitive calls 
have only one bidder (2007-2012);
• EU-companies presently active in the PP 
market, are mostly large multinational 
companies, active in state-of-the-art tech-
nology sectors such as medical and scientific  
equipment.

Public Procurement Market at Present

the eU has estimated that the potential 
PP market - all the goods and services 
the government purchases - in Japan 
amounts to an estimated € 550 billion 
in total. Procurement from foreign sup-
pliers currently is mostly concentrated 
in national government organisations, 
such as ministries and directly affiliated 
organisations such as national universi-
ties.  Foreign shares (in 2012) at the na-
tional level were the largest in sectors 
such as mineral products, medicinal 
and pharmaceutical products, aircraft, 
medical equipment and scientific and 
controlling instruments and apparatus. 
the majority of foreign suppliers are 
larger multinational enterprises. 

Up until now, many smaller european 
companies have found it difficult to 
enter the PP market, due to the lack of 
market information, language barriers 
and the rather complex and diversified 
procedures.  However, this has not pre-
vented a small but growing number 
of european SMes to venture into this 
market.  

(continues on page2)
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New Japanese General Manager
at the EU-Japan Centre 
In June 2014, Mr. Masanori osumi joined the  
eU-Japan centre for Industrial cooperation as the new 
Japanese General Manager. 

Mr. osumi began his career in the Japanese Ministry of 
economy, trade & Industry (MetI) in 1974 and served many senior posts there 
for over 25 years. He has also worked as the President of Jetro Jakarta and the 
representative Director for Japan Quality Assurance organization. 
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A European SME Success Story

Free Helpdesk Services
In order to allow you to focus on developing your business and to 
not lose much time on the paperwork and search for information 
relevant to your market, the JtPP Helpdesk is there to assist you in 
finding your way around.  

From November 2014, we will provide you with first-line information 
and advice on the public procurement market and as a second pillar, 
information on tax issues for eU SMes already doing business with 
Japan.  
besides practical information on public procurement and tax, the 
Helpdesk will also provide the following services:

• Online Inquiry Service (with first reply in 48 hours);
• Ask-the-Expert service for more complex questions, and where 
necessary liaising with a pool of experts;
• Support service to obtain supplier qualifications for public pro-
curement;
• Public procurement market Quick Scan service;
• Practical guides and checklists;
• Frequent webinars provided by experts in the field;
• (Limited) tender monitoring services;
• Dissemination and highlighting of interesting tender opportuni-
ties on its website and twitter-service.

all the services mentioned above are free for eU SMes who have reg-
istered with the www.eUbusinessinJapan.eu portal. 

Get in Touch & Informative Webinars

If you wish to know more about what JtPP has to offer, get in touch 
with us at jtpphelpdesk@eubusinessinjapan.eu.  

eU SMes representatives can sign up for the webinar outlining the 
JTPP services on 2 December 2014, through the EUbusinessinJapan.
eu portal by using below link. 

h t t p : // w w w. e u b u s i n e s s i n j a p a n . e u / l i b r a r y/e v e n t / w e b i -
nar-29-tax-public-procurement-in-japan

MB Scientific AB, based in Uppsala, Swe-
den is currently one of the few EU SMEs 
active in the Japanese PP market. 

It is a small company developing and pro-
ducing instruments for photoelectron spec-
troscopy experiments. 
During the past 13 years MB Scientific has 
established a presence in the science com-
munity with its niche products 
and achieved over €1 mln in sales in 2013.   

Managing Director Mitsuse Matsuki-Baltzer 
(pictured) about her experiences: “We have 
been supplying our products to Japanese 
universities and research facilities since 2001. 
Supplying to Japanese government entities 
was quite difficult and time-consuming in the 
beginning. Even though I am originally from 
Japan it was still a challenge to sort out all 
the paperwork. Of course it helped that I am 
native to Japan, which made it easier to deal 
with the procedures, but still it took quite a bit 
of time. I think Japanese SMEs have similar 
feelings about the administrative burden. But 
after we won our first tenders, it gradually be-
came easier to deal with the procedures.”

In Japan, all suppliers must obtain supplier 
qualifications in order to be allowed to take 
part in the bidding process. Mb Scientific 
AB, was first classified as category D com-
pany, the category for smallest companies 
in the supplier qualification system.  But 
as the business progressed over the years, 
it received a category c-classification for 
sales of products and a D-classification for 
production of goods, giving them more 
opportunities and credibility in the market. 
Still, keeping an eye on the market and fre-
quent contact with prospective and current 
customers’ demands sustained attention. 
Matsuki-Baltzer: “We chose not to establish a 
representative office in Japan.  Nowadays, the 
national government will send our supplier 
qualification documents to Sweden directly 
and much more information can be obtained 
online. Still, I have to go to Japan frequently 
to find out about the latest developments in 
our market, discuss issues with the users of our 
products, and promote our technology to pro-
spective customers in the science community. 
In particular, in the scientific world it is impor-
tant that the people in your specialism are fa-
miliar with the products that you offer.”

Supplying to Japanese 
government entities 
still is not without its 
challenges, even if 
you have the right pa-
perwork. 

Matsuki-Baltzer: “We have learned to deal 
with it, but if the EU and Japan manage to 
establish an agreement, I hope it includes an 
agreement where European qualifications 
will be automatically accepted by Japan, thus 
decreasing the amount of paperwork.” also, 
Matsuki-Baltzer points out that for SMEs 
it is challenging to succeed in a tendering 
system where the lowest price is usually 
the decisive factor. “We have been quite suc-
cessful so far and it is quite rewarding, but it is 
sometimes hard to compete with much larger 
companies, who can offer lower prices and 
compensate their losses with sales elsewhere. 
But we are already seeing changes in this re-
spect as well, with more tenders where more 
comprehensive evaluation methods are used. 
Of course we hope that an EU-Japan EPA will 
accelerate this process and increase our op-
portunities in the market.”  

Can’t wait?
If you cannot wait until November and wish to know more about the services the JtPP Helpdesk provides now, get in touch! 
http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/form-tax-public-procurement

http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/library/event/webinar-29-tax-public-procurement-in-japan
http://www.EUbusinessinJapan.eu
http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/form-tax-public-procurement
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the 17th Japan-EU Conference 
17 November 2014, brussels, belgium 

this annual event provides a unique op-
portunity to discuss and formulate ideas 
to fortify the eU-Japan relationship by 
bringing together experts, academics 
and policymakers from europe and Ja-
pan. the theme of the 17th conference 
in 2014 is “Japan and the eU – Avenue 
to strengthen the economic & strategic 
partnership”. It will include sessions on: 
(1) emerging new regional orders in 
Asia Pacific and the role of eU; 
(2) briefing on the progress of the 
eU-Japan ftA/ePA and SPA; 
(3) investment dynamics and prospects.

co-organised by: european Institute for 
Asian Studies (eIAS), Waseda University, 
International christian University (IcU), KU 
Leuven, Universite Libre de bruxelles (ULb), 
eU-Japan centre for Industrial cooperation

sAvE thE DAtE! 
“LEAN” Driving Competitiveness Conference 
22 May 2015, Dublin, Ireland

the eU recognises that raising industri-
al competitiveness is essential if europe 
is to undergo an industrial transforma-
tion ensuring that the economic recov-
ery strengthens, that innovation and new 
technologies are developed, that we em-
brace resource efficiency and address oth-
er technological, environmental and soci-
etal challenges. 
A crucial part of industrial competitiveness 
is the adoption and use of best practices. 
Whilst originally LeAN activities focused on 
manufacturing areas, increasingly leading 
companies are using best practice approach-
es across all areas of their operations.

on 22 May 2015, the eU-Japan centre and 
enterprise Ireland will organise a LeAN – 
Driving competitiveness conference in 
Dublin, showcasing best practice aproach-
es from leading companies in a broad 
range of sectors. the event is being sup-
ported by the Department of Jobs, enter-
prise and Innovation of Ireland.
registration is not yet open, however to 
be sent details of the event and a link to 
the online registration form once they are 
available, feel free to contact Simon craig 
Gray: simon@eujapan.eu.

Webinars on Kaizen

Deindustrialisation has become a major 
concern for most of the oecD countries. 
this symposium aims at bringing togeth-
er industry, policy makers and academics 
to discuss the future of industry in four of 
the world’s leading economies which are 
not often compared: Japan, France, Ger-
many, and South Korea. the event is part 
of a 3-year study on the issues of industries 
coordinated by eHeSS (ecole des hautes 
études en sciences sociales). the study in-
cludes annual symposiums, first of which 
was held in Paris in March 2012 under the 
title, “Is deindustrialization inevitable? the 
future of Manufacturing in Japan, Korea, 
Germany, and France”. the second sympo-
sium took place in tokyo in April 2013 on 
“Which Future for Manufacturing Indus-
tries in Japan, Korea, Germany and France?” 

Session 1: 
Innovation and the future of Industries

Is there still any specificity of manufac-
turing nowadays, in a context of increas-
ing integration between manufacturing 
products and services? How can innova-
tion help companies to differentiate from 
others? How is it reshaping the industrial 
structures of economies?

Session 2: 
Globalisation and the future of Industries

What are the strategies necessary for mul-
tinational companies in the evolving inter-
national division of labour? In other words, 
is there a future for manufacturing design, 
development and production in countries 
such as Japan, Korea, Germany and France? 
What are the possibilities of collaboration 
between these four countries?

Session 3: 
Is there a future for industrial policies?

Which trade and industrial policies for gov-
ernments in a context characterised by in-
creasing fragmentation of production, envi-
ronmental concerns, and energy constraints? 
can governments help building competitive 
advantages? What should be their objectives 
and their means? What should be the nature 
of the interactions between the govern-
ments and the private companies?

co-organised by: eU-Japan centre for 
Industrial cooperation and Fondation 
France-Japon d’ eHeSS (ecole des hautes 
études en sciences sociales)

international symposium
on the “Future of industries” 
27 November 2014, brussels, belgium

from centre

http://www.eu-japan.eu/internatio-
nal-symposium-future-industries

http://www.eu-japan.eu/17th-japan-
eu-conference

http://www.eu-japan.eu/lean-dri-
ving-competitiveness-conference 

the series of KAIZeN webinars which we 
co-organised with the Kaizen Institute have 
been completed and were a great success. 
In four sessions, we covered 2 levels («Prin-
ciples of Lean and KAIZeN» and «Lean Ad-
vanced») and our attendees learned the 
key success factors for implementing Lean 
within their companies.
by introducing KAIZeN, a company can fo-
cus on the requirements from customers 
and employees, and will greatly improve its 
financial situation. It is important to know 
how to properly implement the principles 
of Lean and KAIZeN. It is a management 
tool, a top-down approach, but its success 
depends on employee participation, a bot-
tom-up approach.
During the initial 60-minute session, at-
tendees have discovered how to identify 
waste; how to create a standard for impro-
ving quality and how to involve people in 
the continuous improvement process.
During the advanced 60-minute session, 
attendees have learnt how to manage the 
triangle of time, quality and costs; how to 
apply the principles of just-in-time produc-
tion and how to use the Lean manufactu-
ring concept (tPS). All the sessions have 
been followed by a Q&A session for develo-
ping personal cases. the Kaizen Institute’s 
trainer has also been available to reply 
questionsindividually after the webinars.

If you are interested in participating in fu-
ture Kaizen webinars, feel free to contact 
céline Godart: c.godart@eu-japan.eu

Centre’s support Activities on Youtube!
A short video has been released to explain the services offered by the eU-Japan centre to 
eU companies interested in developing their activities with Japan. Feel free to have a look: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoGmb7SZAQU&feature=youtu.be&a 

http://www.eu-japan.eu/international-symposium-future-industries
http://www.eu-japan.eu/17th-japan-eu-conference
http://www.eu-japan.eu/lean-driving-competitiveness-conference
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoGmB7SZAQU&feature=youtu.be&a
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Japan-EU Partnership in innovation, science and technology (JEUPistE) is Gearing up

the JEUPistE project (FP7 Grant Agreement No. 609585; 
launched in september 2013) aims at promoting EU-Ja-
pan cooperation in science, technology and innovation 
(sti) through supports to policy dialogues, deployment of  
bilateral information services, organisation of networking 
events focusing on specific technologies and/or societal chal-
lenges, operation of help desk services and contribution to the 
development of human resources for collaborative projects.

Panel discussion during the dissemination seminar in Fukuoka, 16 June 2014

Training course on Japanese S&T programs in Athens, 3 June 2014

the JeUPISte project has been reinforcing its activities over the past 
few months.
In addition to many invited lectures and extensive help desk services 
in Japan, the project team has organised the following two thematic 
dissemination seminars in Japan: 
• “Horizon 2020 dissemination seminar” (Kobe, 29 May 2014 on nano-
technologies and material sciences)
• “Energy and Environment: Europe-Japan Strategic Cooperation 
through Horizon 2020” (Fukuoka, 16 June 2014). 

tHeMAtIc PreSeNtAtIoN
thematic presentation of Horizon 2020, related policies and activ-
ities both in europe and Japan have been presented, followed by 
the successful cases of europe-Japan cooperation and discussion 
towards further cooperation.

trAINING coUrSe
A training course on Japanese programmes for european stakehold-
ers was organised in connection with the 5th INco conference “Ad-
dressing Future challenges” (Athens, 3 June 2014). 
Potential ways to access Japanese programmes offered by the Japan 
Science and technology Agency (JSt) and the Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science (JSPS) including use of them as funds for the 
Japanese partners were presented.  

one of the analytical activities of the JeUPISte project is bibliomet-
ric analysis of eU-Japan cooperation. A dedicated workshop was 
held with experts in the field and the results are being compiled in 
a report to be published in autumn 2014.  “Dimensions of eU-Japan 
collaboration - Workshop for the interpretation of the JeUPISte in-
ternational co-publication analysis” (tokyo, 12 June 2014) 

JEUPistE Forthcoming Events

http://www.jeupiste.eu

In autumn 2014, a new series of events, in-
novation workshops for active partnership 
building, will be introduced to the line of 
project activities. A broad theme of “Smart 
communities in a broader term” was chosen 
for the events which will be occasions to 
share ideas and experiences with high-level 
representatives from relevant european and 
Japanese organisations and to brainstorm 
for possible solutions which could turn into 
concrete joint actions. 

the first of these workshops (http://jeupiste.
eu/events/jeupiste-IWS-No1) focusing on 
the upstream side of the innovation value 

chain took place on the 13th of october in 
brussels, belgium while a second appoint-
ment is set for the 13th of November in turin, 
Italy organised by INSMe (project partner 
http://www.insme.org) and the eU-Japan 
centre for Industrial cooperation (project 
coordinator through the International Insti-
tute for Studies and training). 

the event will explore synergies among 
sectors such as exploitation of research re-
sults, technology transfer vs SMes, how to 
use crowd funding in SMes, global markets 
and customer driven innovation and virtu-
al acceleration. the workshop No.2 will be 

held in connection with the Smart Mobility 
World organised by the enterprise europe 
Network with a particular focus on enhanc-
ing partnerships for future H2020 projects 
in the field of Smart, Green and Integrated 
transport.

the workshop is free of charge with advance 
registration. to register for and to learn 
more about the turin workshop please con-
tact eu-japan@insme.it. 

For the details of the past and forthcoming 
events, please visit the project website:

http://www.jeupiste.eu

http://jeupiste.eu/events/jeupiste-IWS-No1
http://www.insme.org
http://www.jeupiste.eu
http://www.jeupiste.eu
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University research Administrators (UrAs) 
have been appointed in major Japanese 
universities by active support of the Jap-
anese Government, MeXt, since 2011 in 
order to create the necessary environment 
for vitalisation of research activities and to 
strengthen the capacity of research man-
agement. the 4th UrA Symposium was 
jointly held with the 6th research Adminis-
trators’ (rAs) Seminar in Hokkaido Univer-
sity* on 17 and 18 September. About 480 
URAs and RAs from about 80 universities 
and research institutes all over Japan at-
tended and active discussions and interac-
tions took place showing their enthusiasm 
to foster this new category of professional 
staff and its career path in universities and 
research organisations.

the eU-Japan centre for Industrial co-
operation as the National contact Point 
(NcP) for Horizon 2020 in Japan organ-
ised a session during the symposium in 
order to establish a network linking the 
NcP and UrAs/rAs for effective promo-
tion of the Horizon 2020 programmes.  

there were 25 attendees who showed 
strong interest for future possible partici-
pations in Horizon 2020. Active and useful 
feedback was obtained from the Q&A ses-
sion and questionnaire sheet handed in.

*Hokkaido University with the beautiful and 
largest university campus in Japan located 
less than 500 m away from the main station 
of Sapporo City. The construction of Sapporo 
City started in 1875, and Hokkaido University 
was founded the following year, taking an 
important role in the pioneering history of 
Hokkaido Island.

horizon 2020 NCP in Japan and Network 
Building with Research Administrators

from centre

First Meeting of European  
interest Group for sti  
Cooperation with Korea 
and Japan

the first european Interest Group Meet-
ings for StI cooperation with the repub-
lic of Korea and Japan took place on 17th 
June 2014 in brussels and were organised 
by the respective bILAt projects KoNNect 
(Korea) and JeUPISte (Japan). ten europe-
an Funding organizations, the National 
research Foundation of Korea (NrF) as 
well as the Japan Science and technology 
Agency (JSt) took part in this joint meet-
ing. the meeting was also attended by the 
chair of SFIc, Mr. Dan Andrée and by rep-
resentatives of the european commission.  

FP6 and FP7 INco-projects, such as bILAts 
or erA-Nets, have had a high impact on the 
coherence and coordination of european 
collaboration and joint funding activities 
with various Asian partner countries. Sev-
eral years of experience in multilateral calls 
through erA-Nets have not only shown 
the high relevance of the schemes but also 
the need for continuation. 

the european Interest Group Meetings 
are organised to provide an opportunity 
for european Member States to coordi-
nate and synchronise efforts aiming at 
the development of sustainable, multi-
lateral research collaboration with Asian/
oceanian countries without ec funding.

each meeting will be organised as a forum 
for StI stakeholders from both european 
MS/AS and Asian partner countries. the 
aim of this first meeting was to start a dis-
cussion process on how to continue with 
collaborative funding initiatives without 
the backbone of the horizontal erA-Nets 
and connecting more agencies with Ja-
pan and Korea. the participating funding 
agencies discussed the importance of co-
ordinated cooperation activities between 
Member States towards Korea and Japan, 
for example joint funding schemes.  KoN-
Nect and JeUPISte were mandated by the 
participants to work out a framework for 
future european Interest Group Meetings. 

More information on the european In-
terest Group Meeting Japan: Dr. Sa-
bine Puch, Pt-DLr, bonn, Germany,  
Sabine.Puch@dlr.de +49-228-3821-1423

http://www.kooperation-international.
de/detail/info/european-interest-group-
meetings-for-korea-and-japan.html 

For EU sMEs planning to go to Japan, the 
EU-Japan Centre offers FREE logistical 
support and business assistance from its 
tokyo office, for up to one month. 

Details of the support measures offered:

• office facilities in Tokyo on the Centre’s 
premises which includes an internet con-
nection and telephone 
• full access to meeting and seminar facili-
ties on the Centre’s premises; 
• a help desk for all information inquiries 
about business in Japan; 
• assistance in using the Enterprise Europe 
Network service while in Japan. 

Any SMe wishing to benefit from this 
support should contact: 
StepInJapan@eu-japan.gr.jp 

http://www.eu-japan.eu/other-activi-
ties/step-in-japan

“stEP iN JAPAN” A hot Desk in tokyo! 
LoGIStIcAL SUPPort

http://www.kooperation-international.de/detail/info/european-interest-group-meetings-for-korea-and-japan.html
http://www.eu-japan.eu/other-activities/step-in-japan
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DEvELOP MARKEtiNG stRAtEGY FOR JAPAN 
Debailleul (http://www.debailleul.com) 
is a belgian chocolaterie and patisserie 
producing handmade chocolates, patis-
series, viennoiseries and ice cream sold 
in high-end department stores, delicates-
sen stores, luxury hotels and restaurants 
worldwide. 
Debailleul started exporting to Japan sim-
ply because the opportunity presented it-
self when a Japanese company contacted 
them and soon Japan became the compa-
ny’s largest single export market.

this case study report presents the difficul-
ties and challenges that Debailleul faced 
when reaching to the Japanese market, 
how they overcame them and what the 
next steps will be in their strategy for Ja-
pan. the report also provides Debailleul’s 
recommendations for other eU companies 
that are targeting Japan.    
Debailleul participated in the eU Japan 
centre’s course on “Distribution and Busi-
ness Practices” in 2007.
the complete article is available at:

CAsE stUDY 
Debailleul (BE)  

LAst CALL!
Nanotech Clusters and sMEs support Mission to Japan  
the clusters & SMes support missions last 
5 days and are composed of market-spe-
cific business seminars, group company 
visits, one-on-one meetings at a targeted 
trade fair with showcasing and networking 
events to maximise opportunities for the 
eU participants. In addition, the missions 
will provide eU clusters with the opportu-
nity to benchmark with Japanese clusters 
during a dedicated session. the first 2015 
mission is targeting the Nanotechnology 
sectors and will be organised on the fring-
es of the “nano tech 2015 - International 
Nanotechnology exhibition and confer-
ence” (http://www.nanotechexpo.jp).

ABOUt thE MissiON

“The 2012 Clusters & SMEs Support Mission 
was a good occasion to reinforce the rela-
tionship we had with the Nagano Techno 
Foundation, and finally close an agree-
ment. Moreover, before participating in the 
Green Innovation Expo 2012, we received an 
introduction to the Japanese culture and 
Japanese relationships, how to start a busi-
ness in Japan, etc. These lectures, organised 
at the EU-Japan Centre’s head office, gave 
me a lot of insight and prepared me well to 
meet Japanese contacts.” http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-bu-

siness-programmes/nanotech-Japan-
cluster-and-Sme-mission

the eU-Japan centre is currently inviting 
applications for the Nanotech cluster and 
SMes Support Mission. 

mission date: 26-30 January 2015
Application Deadline: 30 october 2014

enzo Sisti (It), 
Manager, 
Veneto Nanotech, 
http://www.venetonanotech.it

cleantech cluster Mission 2012

the 4-week Human resources train-
ing Programme - Japan Industry Insight 
(HrtP) offers eU executives the unique op-
portunity to experience and understand 
both the cultural and economic elements 
which define and explain Japan’s business 
and technological achievements. continu-
ously improved to meet the latest expec-
tations about business in Japan, the HrtP 
provides eU businessmen with a profes-
sional Japan-related expertise.

ABOUt thE PROGRAMME

“I had studied about Asian management 
techniques before, but the HRTP courses 
and in particular the direct dialogue with 
Japanese managers provided me with new 
insights. There is no doubt that my expe-
rience from HRTP and the Japanese man-
agement know-how have helped improve 
my company’s internal culture and relation-
ship with clients, with positive results for our 
turnover.”

the eU-Japan centre is currently inviting  
applications for the HrtP Programme.

mission date: 11 may to 05-12 June 2015
Application Deadline: 12 february 2015

Andrej Jankuliak (SK), 
Director, 
Anja, spol. s.r.o., 
http://www.anja.sk

HrtP 2013

CALL FOR APPLiCAtiONs 
human Resources training Programme - Japan industry insight

http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-bu-
siness-programmes/HrtP

CALL FOR tEstiMONiALs
Are you a former participant of the HrtP programme willing to share the own experience? 
Please contact Ms céline Godart c.godart@eu-japan.eu 

http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/
library/publication/case-study-food-be-
verage-debailleul

Cluster and SMEs Mission booth in 2013

HRTP 2014 joint seminar

http://www.venetonanotech.it
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-programmes/Nanotech-Japan-Cluster-and-SME-Mission
http://www.anja.sk
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-programmes/HRTP
http://www.debailleul.com
http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/library/publication/case-study-food-beverage-debailleul
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cultural differences, regulatory provisions, 
a multi-layered distribution system creating 
high costs particularly for small and medi-
um sized companies – the Japanese con-
struction market is a tough nut to crack for 
european businesses. Given its size, it is at 
the same time very attractive. this is why eU 
Gateway, a business support initiative fund-
ed by the european Union, has identified 
construction and building as one of its focus 
areas and has organised regular business 
missions in this sector since 1994.

In fact, one business mission per year has 
taken place over the past six years. Around 
200 companies from all over europe have 
participated and explored the Japanese con-
struction and building market on site. the 
feedback from eU Gateway participants is en-
couraging – close to 90% are highly satisfied 
with the missions, more than 60% engage in 
business partnerships and around 50% regis-
ter revenue growth within one year.

the latest business mission in the con-
struction and building sector took place 
from 7 to 11 July 2014. the eU Gateway 
package of individual coaching, finan-
cial and logistical support ensured that 
the 41 participating companies were able 
to make the most of their stay in tokyo.  

the one-week programme was fully packed 
with briefings on market trends and busi-
ness culture, study tours, networking op-
portunities and last but not least two days 
of business exhibition. these allowed par-
ticipants to showcase their products to a 
hand-picked audience of local business rep-
resentatives. the insights which the euro-
pean companies obtained will enable them 
to assess their market potential and to take 
steps to expand their business. 

Maincor, a family-owned company in the pip-
ing sector who came to Japan twice with the 
programme, is positive: “Thanks to EU Gateway, 

we learned a lot about the Japanese market and 
we had very fruitful meetings with important 
companies from our sector. We can now further 
build on these and will hopefully find the right 
partner to start selling our products.”

companies interested in more details on 
the Japanese construction and building 
sector are invited to consult the eU Gate-
way market study.

EU-Japan FtA Negotiations:  
the One Year Review
the eU-Japan FtA negotiations started 
on 15 April 2013. A special “review clause” 
contained in the negotiating directives 
required the european commission to 
assess the progress achieved during the 
first year of the negotiations with a view 
to determining the prospects for their con-
tinuation. In line with that, in May 2014 the 
commission prepared a detailed report, fo-
cusing in particular on the implementation 
by Japan of its commitments regarding the 
elimination of a number of non-tariff meas-
ures and the opening of the railways pro-
curement market to european suppliers.  

the report also assessed the progress 
achieved in other important areas such 
as tariffs, services, investment, etc. the 
commission’s assessment recognised 
the efforts and the engagement shown 
by Japan in the first year of the nego-
tiations and concluded that Japan has 
delivered on its first year commitments.  

Many of these concerned non-tariff meas-
ures in the car sector and a number of food 
additives. As for railways procurement, a 
special implementing package was nego-
tiated to make tenders more transparent 
and non-discriminatory. However, a lot re-
mains to be done and many other non-tar-
iff measures need to be dismantled before 
an agreement can be concluded. this will 
be the objective of the second phase of 
the negotiations whose final aim is an am-
bitious and meaningful FtA. 

on 25 June 2014 the review process was 
positively completed. A new round of nego-
tiations took place in the beginning of July 
2014. the next (seventh) round is scheduled 
for the end of october in brussels.

Source: european commission

New head of the EU Delegation to Japan
on September 2014, Mr Viorel Isticioaia budura, has been appointed as Head of the eU 
Delegation to Japan. He is currently Managing Director for Asia and the Pacific in the 
eeAS, and previously served as romanian Ambassador to china. He is an experienced 
diplomat with a clear focus on Asia throughout his career, including in tokyo.

Source: Delegation of the eU to Japan

EU and Japan Conclude 
Dialogue on space  issues

the european Union and Japan held their 
first policy dialogue on space in tokyo on 
7 october, 2014. the meeting allowed for 
an exchange of views on developments 
in space policy and space security.  they 
covered research and space exploration, 
cooperation on satellite navigation, earth 
observation and maritime domain aware-
ness, amongst other issues.  the two sides 
also discussed space diplomacy, includ-
ing multilateral initiatives to ensure the 
peaceful use of outer space.

Source: Delegation of the eU to Japan

EU and Japan Conclude 
Dialogue on Cyber issues

the european Union and Japan held their 
first dialogue on cyber security in tokyo 
on 6 october, 2014. the meeting focused 
on how to address the growing challeng-
es to maintaining a safe, open and secure 
cyberspace; and how to protect human 
rights online. the two sides considered 
the norms, rules and principles to be ap-
plied in cyberspace. they also discussed 
cooperation on tackling cybercrime.

Source: Delegation of the eU to Japan

EU Gateway - Building Companies in Japan

http://www.eu-gateway.eu/mar-
ket-studies-0

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/
press/index.cfm?id=1124

http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/
news/news2014/20140908/171713/ 

http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/
news/news2014/20141007/103003/

http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/
news/news2014/20141006/181222/

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1124
http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/news/news2014/20140908/171713
http://www.eu-gateway.eu/market-studies-0
http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/news/news2014/20141006/181222
http://www.euinjapan.jp/en/media/news/news2014/20141007/103003
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the Fifth Japan-EU English 
haiku Contest

Announcement of the winning haiku

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
and the eU hosted the Fifth Japan-eU 
english Haiku contest under the theme 
“Wonderful encounter”.

The total number of entries was 613; 296 
entries from Japan and 317 entries from 
the eU member states respectively.  

After careful examination, Ms. Mayu Su-
namura and Mr. robert Lommen have 
been chosen to be awarded Grand Prizes 
on the Japanese and eU sides respective-
ly. As the prizes, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan will invite Mr. robert 
Lommen and the Delegation of the euro-
pean Union to Japan will invite Ms. Mayu 
Sunamura to Matsuyama city, which is 
considered to be the birthplace of mod-
ern Haiku in Japan.

Five Honorable Mentions have also been 
selected in each side. those who won 
honorable mentions will be offered com-
memorative gifts from Matsuyama city or 
the Delegation of the european Union to 
Japan. 

Source: Mission of Japan to the european Union

Message from the New Ambassador of Japan to the EU
It is my great honour to be appointed as the 
Ambassador extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of Japan to the european Union, and 
to have arrived in brussels. I am looking for-
ward to working with you towards further 
strengthening the relationship between Ja-
pan and the european Union.
Japan and the european Union, as two 
global leaders and true to the name of 
strategic partners in sharing the common 
values of democracy, the rule of law, and 
human rights, have a vast mutual interest 
in acting together for the safeguarding and 
development of the global order of peace, 
security and prosperity.  the vision for the 
Japan-eU relationship should be ambitious 
and should have a global aspect to reflect, 
not just our standing in the world, but the 
evident potential in our partnership.

to realize this vision, Japan and the eU have set 
out to conclude the Japan-eU Strategic Part-
nership Agreement and the economic Part-
nership Agreement. We are now deep in ne-
gotiations to conclude these two agreements. 

We are also exploring ways to expedite our 
agreements, and Prime Minister Abe, who 
visited brussels twice before the summer of 
2014, has stressed the necessity of an early 
conclusion of these agreements. this en-
deavor that we have undertaken will be a 
big challenge for both Japan and the eU. 

I, for my part, am determined to do my 
utmost to move our mutual cooperation 
forward, not only by concluding our agree-
ments, but by ensuring that Japan and the 
eU elevate our relationship so that we can 
act together and succeed together. Indeed 
it is encouraging to observe that the horizon 
of our cooperation is expanding; notably by 
forging a common front on the Ukrainian 
crisis, the Iranian nuclear issue, and seeking 
joint collaboration between the eU’s cSDP 
missions and Japan’s oDA projects abroad, 
are just a few of the areas in which cooper-
ation between Japan and the eU can have a 
real impact. 

I sincerely hope to see Japan and the eU 
reach a new level in our relations, charac-
terised by enhanced economic and political 
cooperation. I hope that you will join me in 
working towards this goal. 

Source: Mission of Japan to the european Union

the third Development Policy Dialogue 
took place on July 2nd, during which the 
two sides discussed Japan-eU develop-
ment cooperation, in relation to develop-
ment challenges; including the post 2015 
development agenda, gender and women’s 
empowerment, as well as policy coordina-
tion in development cooperation in Africa.

Meanwhile, the Japanese side explained 
the role of official Development Assistance 
(oDA), in terms of “Proactive contribution 
to Peace” and received the understanding 
of the eU side. Also, an update on the revi-
sion of Japan’s oDA charter was explained 
during the meeting.

Japan and the eU confirmed that both 
sides will work together for the prepa-
ration of post 2015 development agen-
da. Moreover, the eU side expressed its 
support for Japan’s commitment for the 
success of the third World conference 
on Disaster risk reduction that will be 
held in Sendai, Japan in March 2015.  
Japan and the eU shared the view that the 
two sides will continue to cooperate clo-
sely on policy coordination in women’s 
empowerment and in development coo-
peration in Africa. 

Source: Mission of Japan to the european Union

Japan and the EU Complete the sixth Round of Negotiations 
on the Economic Partnership Agreement

the sixth round of negotiations on the  Japan-eU economic Partnership Agreement 
(ePA) was held in tokyo from July 7 to 11.
At the meeting, fruitful discussions were conducted on areas such as trade in goods, 
trade in services, investment, intellectual property rights, non-tariff measures, govern-
ment procurement and others. 
Prior to this meeting, both sides exchanged offers on market access of trade in services 
and investment. the next round is scheduled to take place in the week of october 20, 2014.

Source: Mission of Japan to the european Union http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/
press4e_000352.html 

http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/
press4e_000342.html  

the third Japan-EU Development Policy Dialogue
takes Place in Brussels

http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/
press3e_000019.html

H.E. Keiichi Katakami,  
Ambassador of Japan to the European Union    

from JAPAn

http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_000352.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_000342.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press3e_000019.html
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the Kyoto University european center, Heidelberg office was 
opened on Heidelberg University’s historic old campus in Germany. 
the primary functions of the office are to support the university’s 
research and education activities in europe, promote the interna-
tionalisation of faculty and students, and enhance the university’s 
international public relations, industry-government-academia col-
laboration, and international networks. the office will also serve as 
a contact point for the Japanese members of the German-Japanese 
HeKKSaGon University consortium*. the office was planned and es-
tablished based on Kyoto University’s international strategy, “the 2x 
by 2020 Initiative,” which was formulated in June 2013.

A ceremony was held to celebrate the opening of the new office, 
inviting over thirty guests from within and outside of the university, 
including delegates from the Japanese and German governments, 
HeKKSaGon university members, and delegates from German com-
panies and other relevant organisations. the opening speech was 
delivered by Dr. Michiaki Mishima, executive vice-president for in-
ternational affairs and hospital administration, which was followed 
by speeches by distinguished guests Ms. Kumiko bando, deputy 
minister of the Ministry of education, culture, Sports, Science and 
technology (MeXt), and by Prof. Dr. Dieter W. Heermann, vice rec-
tor for international relations of Heidelberg University, followed by 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony and a speech and toast by Prof. Kiyoshi 
Yoshikawa, Kyoto University’s executive vice-president for research.

*The HeKKSaGOn University Consortium is a university consortium com-
prising six leading universities from Japan and Germany: Heidelberg 
University, Kyoto University, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Tohoku 
University, Göttingen University, and Osaka University. The consortium 
was established in 2010 with the aim of enhancing relationships between 
Japanese and German universities, including researcher and student ex-
change, research collaboration, and summer school programmes.

Kyoto University Opens European Center in heidelberg

Partnership support targeting EU-based 
Japanese Companies 

When Japanese companies are investing in 
an eU member state, the eU member state 
national and regional authorities often put 
forward the financial incentives, the in-
frastructure, cheap human resources and 
developed business environment (i.e. sec-
torial clusters). However, these authorities 
do not always highlight the relevance of 
long-term support in order to provide in-
vestors with valuable “After Sales” services 
that could be available on an eU level. 

With this project, eU-based Japanese com-
panies will have the opportunity to find 
answers to their local needs in identifying 
and meeting potential partners and sup-
pliers that would come not only from the 
region where the Japanese companies are 
based but also from all over the eU without 
any prior commitments or costs. 

the objective is to support eU-based Japa-
nese companies in their search for relevant 
suppliers and partners in all the eU mem-
ber states in order to: 
• Assist them in sustaining their activities 
(business or r&D and innovation) in europe 

by helping them to solve some of their op-
erational problems linked to the identifica-
tion of suitable suppliers or linked to the 
acquisition of relevant technologies. 
• Provide them with the opportunity to find 
potential relevant partners or suppliers not 
only in the region where they are based 
but also all over the eU thanks to the sup-
port of the enterprise europe Network. 
• give EU SMEs coming from all over the EU, 
the opportunity to showcase their tech-
nologies, services or products to eU-based 
Japanese companies. 

For further details (in both english and Jap-
anese) about the support project and its 
related application form please refer to the 
following links: 
Project Details: 
http://www5.jetro.go.jp/newsletter/brus-
sels/2014/doc/projectdetails.pdf 
Application Form: 
http://www5.jetro.go.jp/newsletter/brus-
sels/2014/doc/applicationform.docx

Source: Japan external trade organization

three Years After
current State of the marine Prod-
ucts Processing Industry – Key to the  
recovery of the tohoku coastal region 
and recovery and rebirth Initiatives 

From Dr. eng. Yasuo Suzuki, Professor, re-
gional Liaison center, Miyagi University, 
Program officer, JSt center for revitaliza-
tion Promotion (Sendai office), coordina-
tor/Leader, tokeiren business center.

three years have already passed since 
the Great east Japan earthquake, and 
particularly in the marine products pro-
cessing industry, which has epitomised 
the damage suffered, assiduous efforts 
are being made toward recovery. How-
ever, it is clear that simply restoring the 
old will only mean once again submit-
ting tamely to an era of decline. For the 
disaster-stricken tohoku coastal region 
to be reborn as a model region for future 
industry, recovery needs to be accompa-
nied by something new—the essence of 
challenge.

Source: Institute for International Studies & training 
(IISt), e-Magazine No.0235, 30 September 2014

managed by the eU-Japan centre for Industrial cooperation with the 
Support of Jetro Brussels

http://www.jetro.go.jp/belgium/to-
pics/20140520672-topics 

http://www.iist.or.jp/en-
m/2014/0235-0943

below you will find a link to the temporary website. the official site will be launched soon. 
https://sites.google.com/a/kura.kyoto-u.ac.jp/kyoto-university-heidelberg-office-temporary-page

http://www5.jetro.go.jp/newsletter/brussels/2014/doc/projectdetails.pdf
http://www5.jetro.go.jp/newsletter/brussels/2014/doc/applicationform.docx
http://www.jetro.go.jp/belgium/topics/20140520672-topics
http://www.iist.or.jp/en-m/2014/0235-0943
https://sites.google.com/a/kura.kyoto-u.ac.jp/kyoto-university-heidelberg-office-temporary-page
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the subsidy programme is intended to sustain and strengthen high-value-added busi-
ness sites in Japan and to achieve sustainable growth of the Japanese economy by sup-
porting the establishment of new high-value-added sites in Japan by global companies 
operating internationally, such as regional Headquarters or r&D Sites, which have been 
proven to have a significant impact on the Japanese economy, and by strategically and 
proactively inviting and building high-value-added business functions that match the 
strength of the Japanese economy. 

In 2014, 4 out of 6 beneficiaries of this programme were eU companies: K.K. Air Liquide 
Laboratories (Fr), caterpillar Japan Ltd. (US), cityzen Sciences (Fr), INerGY Automotive 
Systems K.K. (Fr), Mitsubishi Fuso truck and bus corporation (Daimler Group) (De), Stryker 
Japan K.K. (US) .

Invitations of applicants to this programme and to similar other ones are regularly pub-
lished in the following link: http://www.meti.go.jp/english/policy/external_economy/in-
vestment/index.html by the Ministry of economy, trade and Industry.

Source: Ministry of economy, trade and Industry

subsidy Program for Projects Promoting Foreign Direct  
investment, site Location and Regional Development in Japan 

Kobe City held a Business seminar in Lyon
5 September 2014, Lyon, France

the city of Kobe organised a promotional 
seminar to invite French companies to do 
business in Kobe. It was the first time that 
Kobe city held an investment seminar abroad. 
Mr. Kizo Hisamoto, Mayor of Kobe, introduced 
the advantages of living and working in Kobe 
and the variety of ways in which Kobe city can 
support foreign companies. 

Around 50 companies/institutions took part 
in the seminar, and Kobe city’s government 
was very happy with the success of this sem-
inar. Kobe city would like to express their 
appreciation for their partners: chambre de 
commerce et d’Industrie Francaise du Japon, 
chambre de commerce et d’Industrie Lyon, 
and Jetro. In 2015, Kobe city is planning an-
other seminar, much like this one, in europe. 
Some examples of Kobe city’s advantages in-
troduced in the seminar can be found below.

Kobe Biomedical Innovation cluster

the Kobe Medical Industry Development 
Project is the nexus of an accelerating effort 
to form an international network of medi-
cal-related industries, one of the 21st centu-
ry’s key growth sectors. 

research institutions 
and universities 
have already joined 
over 270 companies 
at Port Island in the 
city, where they are 
pursuing innovation 
in biomedical fields.  

the project, linking industry, academia and 
the government through partnerships, is not 
only a municipal enterprise geared to local 
development, but a national project.

A great place to live

After the opening of the Port of Kobe in 
1868, the area attracted many non-Japanese 
residents. Since then, the lifestyles and cul-
tures of various countries have been inte-
grated into neighbourhoods, so creating an 
environment in which non-Japanese find it 
easy to live comfortably. besides having easy 
access to a number of religious facilities, the 
area has international schools, pleasant liv-
ing conditions and a natural environment, 
while offering a choice of ethnic cuisines and 
traditional Kobe beef.

Support for foreign firms and affiliates

the city of Kobe has various incentives for 
businesses wishing to invest as well as a sys-
tem of preferential treatment for both foreign 
and domestic firms who are prepared to make 
large investments within the next three years.

Some examples:
• fixed assets tax-rate cut of up to 90% for 
0–10 years.
• increase of rent subsidy for office space. 
From the original ¥2mn per year, the subsi-
dy is now up to ¥11mn per year. businesses 
thus can receive a generous subsidy of up to 
¥33mn for three years.

invitation to the seminar on 
the Promotion of Foreign  
investment in hyogo-Kobe
31 october 2014, tokyo, Japan

In Kobe, Jetro is currently inviting foreign 
and foreign-affiliated companies to their 
new regional economy. by combining the 
high-tech and management know-how 
of foreign companies with the variety of 
resources in their area, they are actively 
seeking companies to participate in new 
trends in regional economic development 
and increasing employment opportuni-
ties. In this seminar, Jetro will introduce 
the advantages of working and living in 
Hyogo-Kobe area and the variety of ways 
in which they can support foreign com-
panies’ business. Jetro will also feature 
informative presentations by companies 
with experience in the Hyogo-Kobe area.

Source: Japan external trade organization

from JAPAn

http://www.kobe-investment.jp/
foreign_en/?lang=en  

http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/news-
room/other/2014/20141003015.html 

http://www.meti.go.jp/english/
press/2014/0626_04.html  

http://www.kobe-investment.jp/foreign_en/?lang=en
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/policy/external_economy/investment/index.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2014/0626_04.html
http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/newsroom/other/2014/20141003015.html
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takumi, or the Man Power at the Base of Aichi,  
Japan’s top industrial Prefecture 
Located in the centre of Japan, Aichi Prefec-
ture is one of the top world-class manufac-
turing clusters, featuring great expertise, 
especially in the automotive, aerospace, 
and machine tools sectors, and making it Ja-
pan’s number one industrial prefecture. be-
hind this is our most important asset: man 
power. Aichi is dedicated to developing the 
people who will be the base of Aichi’s bright 
future, by supporting both the education of 
the next generation and the training of the 
manufacturing talents of tomorrow. 

the National Skills competition has been 
held annually since 1963 with the aim of 
having young technicians from all over Ja-
pan assessing their skills and competing in 
about 40 categories. After winning prelim-
inary contests, young elite workers from 
Aichi take part every year in this great com-
petition which gathers more than 1000 par-
ticipants. 

As for the 2013 edition, Aichi team team 
succeeded in bringing back 11 gold, 26 sil-
ver, and 20 bronze medals, and as much as 
29 “fighting spirit prizes”. the fact that the 
young workers from Aichi were awarded the 
title of “best team” nine years in a row in the 
past shows how much Aichi Prefecture pre-
fecture is not only a manufacturing cluster, 
but also a human resource development 
cluster.  

Incidentally (or not), this year’s competition 
will be organised in November in the prefec-
ture (as shown by the logo). the happy win-
ners will then join the Japanese team and 
compete in the international “World Skills 
competition”. 

Let us not dwell on the fair results which 
have been obtained so far by the Japanese 
team, but we cannot resist unveiling the har-
vest of medals won by the young workers 

from Aichi at last year’s 
edition in Leipzig: 3 
gold, 2 silver, and 2 
bronze medals. Hope-
fully, the 2015 compe-
tition in Sao Paulo will 
be as successful for 
Aichi representatives 
as last year’s.

Since ancient times, in Japan, skilled crafts-
men have been called takumi, which is a 
respectful expression which translates as 
“master” or “expert workman”. Quite natu-
rally, Aichi, as a manufacturing cluster, wish-
es to foster even further the training of its 
future takumi.

Please feel free to contact Aichi Prefecture 
office should you have any questions about 
the aforementioned information.

climate change requires significant reduc-
tion in global greenhouse gas emission. 
Improvement of existing technologies is 
not sufficient and innovation is indispen-
sable. climate change is also a global issue 
and it is essential for governments, busi-
ness and academia around the world to 
tackle this challenge together.

the Innovation for cool earth Forum (IceF) 
is aimed at addressing climate change 
through innovation and IceF investigates 
via discussion in the forum what innovative 
measures should be developed, how the 
innovation should be promoted, and how 
cooperation should be enhanced among 
the stakeholders.

IceF is held every year since innovations re-
quire time and continuous efforts, and IceF 
has established a steering committee which 
makes the decisions regarding the agenda 
and program to reflect the wide range of 
views of the international community.

the forum saw the participation of leading 
researchers, businesspersons and policy 
makers from around the globe. In addi-
tion, IceF provides a web-based platform 
to promote discussion among participants 
throughout the year. organisers hope that 
many people who are responsible for fu-
ture of this planet actively join and deepen 
the discussions.

1st Annual Meeting of the innovation for Cool Earth Forum
7 october 2014, tokyo, Japan

http://www.icef-forum.org

Next stage for “Cool Japan”: 
Enriching Modern Culture 

From Arata Sugimoto, chief editor, cultu-
ral News Section, Kyodo News.

there have been signs of evolution in 
“cool Japan”, the international commu-
nication of Japan’s pop culture. Phase 2 
is emerging, whereby not only finished 
products but also the knowhow to pro-
duce creative works is being communi-
cated, encouraging the development of 
unique local culture.

one movie screening in Japan this sum-
mer which attracted strong public in-
terest was a Hollywood reboot of God-
zilla. the first version of Godzilla back in 
1954 was recognised internationally as 
a Japanese special-effects movie, and 
spawned many sequels in Japan. even 
Hollywood created its own version in 
1998, and this year’s contribution fea-
tured a terrifying Godzilla captured by 
the latest 3D technology. As soon as it 
opened in Japan in July, Hollywood’s new 
Godzilla took out the top spot in weekly 
viewer rankings, and remained in the top 
10 for some time after.

Source: Institute for International Studies & training 
(IISt), e-Magazine No.0235, 30 September 2014

http://www.iist.or.jp/en-
m/2014/0235-0941

http://www.jetro.go.jp/france/jetro/
bureaux/

three Japan-born men win Nobel Prize in 
physics for blue LeDs.
h t t p : / / w w w . j a p a n t i m e s . c o . j p /
news/2014/10/07/national/three-japa-
nese-win-nobel-prize-physics
Source: the Japan times

Govts, businesses join hands to boost  
regional economies. 
http://the-japan-news.com/news/arti-
cle/0001620147 
Source: the Japan News

Hitachi to provide new trains for 
Abellio franchise in Scotland.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/
business/AJ201410100041
Source: the Asahi Shimbun

Sumitomo buys shares in two belgian wind 
farm projects.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/business/
AJ201410010064
Source: the Asahi Shimbun

Japanese Newspapers Press Review

http://www.jetro.go.jp/france/jetro/bureaux
http://www.iist.or.jp/en-m/2014/0235-0941
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/07/national/three-japanese-win-nobel-prize-physics
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/business/AJ201410100041
http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001620147
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/business/AJ201410010064
http://www.icef-forum.org
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In order to promote the contact between 
potential German and Japanese business 
partners the Japanese-German business 
Association (DJW) organises various 
events such as breakfast meetings and Ja-
panese-German career seminars in various 
locations. 
For winter 2014, the following seminars and 
events are scheduled for Munich, bonn and 
Düsseldorf: 

• 21.10.2014 (Tuesday), Asa no Kai (Munich): 
“German-Japanese Joint business Activity: 
one possibility to benefit from Globalization”
• Speaker: Dr. Stefan Sacré, CEO, Eagleburg-
mann GmbH 
• Venue: Mandarin Oriental, Munich
http://www.djw.de/veranstaltungen/ve-
ranstaltungen-details/article/djw-asa-no-
kai-djw-german-japanese-joint-business-
activity-one-possibility-to-b.html 

• 20.11.2014 (Thursday), Japan-Karrieren (bonn)
• Venue: Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Uni-
versität bonn
• 24.11.2014 (Monday), Asa no Kai (Düsseldorf): 
“challenges for Japan and Germany - Intelli-
gent Networks and Smart Grid”
• Speaker: Prof. Dr. h.c. Ralf Wilde, Ph.D., 
Member of the board, tÜV rheinland berlin 
brandenburg Pfalz e.V. 
• Venue: breidenbacher Hof, Düsseldorf

http://bioxclusters.eu/ 

EU-Japan Cluster 
Matchmaking Event 
at Bio Europe 2014
3 November 2014, Frankfurt, Germany

the EU‐Japan Cluster Matchmaking 
Event – financially supported by the Eu-
ropean Commission (http://www.clus-
tercollaboration.eu) – is taking place at 
Bio Europe in Frankfurt (Germany) on 3 
November 2014.

It provides the perfect opportunity to 
gain an overview of the strengths of the 
Japanese life sciences landscapes and 
clusters in the health care sector. Speak-
ers from four leading Japanese life sci-
ence clusters and from the Japan bioin-
dustry Association (JbA) will present the 
vast array of opportunities that the Japa-
nese pharma and health market offers to 
european companies.
If you work for a european life science 
cluster or if you are a manager of a com-
pany that targets the Japanese market, 
do not miss the opportunity to establish 
valuable contacts at this event. It creates 
the basis for cluster cooperation, r&D 
projects, licensing opportunities, attract-
ing joint partnerships, developing small 
scale, high value manufacturing projects, 
developing commercial activities and es-
tablishing your presence in the Japanese 
market by using soft landing facilities. 
Participation is free, no registration is re-
quired. For more information, please con-
tact the coordinator of the event: bioM 
biotech cluster Development (http://
www.bio-m.org) Dr. Stephanie Wehnelt, 
wehnelt@bio-m.org.

the chamber of commerce of the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, in close coopera-
tion with the Luxembourg Ministry of the 
economy, the Luxembourg trade and In-
vestment office in tokyo and Luxembourg 
for business, organised a trade mission to 
Japan from the 8th to the 10th of October 
2014, headed by HrH the crown Prince of 
Luxembourg and led by He Mr. etienne 
Schneider, Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of the economy. the mutli-sectoral 
business delegation included around 40 
companies active mainly in Ict, Automo-
tive, Film industry, Industry and services. 
the mission included a matchmaking event 
with Japanese companies, during which the 
participants presented their companies and 
expertise to potential partners. 

the delegation visited the Fujitsu Show-
room, to experience its vision of society in 
the future and its cutting-edge technolo-
gies to make the vision a reality, attended 
a workshop on film production in Luxem-
bourg focusing on animation, and vari-
ous seminars presenting the way of doing 
business in Japan, on how to interact with 
Japanese costumers and testimonials from 
Luxembourgish and belgian companies 
that succeeded in Japan. Participants also 
attended individual company visits and 
sectoral meetings according to their profile.

A seminar introducing Luxembourg’s busi-
ness environment was held in the pres-
ence of HrH crown Prince Guillaume of 
Luxembourg. the seminar was co-organ-
ised by the belgium-Luxembourg Market 
council in Japan (bLMc), Japan external 
trade organization (Jetro), KeIDANreN, 
the Japan Foreign trade council (JFtc), 
tokyo chamber of commerce and Japan 
chamber of commerce. 
More details and pictures in the below 
links (in French).
http://www.cc.lu/actualites/detail/mission-
accomplie-pour-les-entrepreneurs-luxem-
bourgeois-en-visite-a-seoul-et-a-tokyo/
http://www.gouvernement.lu/4074444/08-japon

A presentation of the participants is avail-
able online. 

A Dynamic Luxembourg Mission to Japan 
8-10 October 2014, Tokyo, Japan

from eU-JAPAn

http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/
luxembourg-mission-japan 

H.R.H. the Crown Prince of Luxembourg, and Shinzo Abe, 
Japan Prime Minister

http://www.djw.de

Asa no Kai Breakfast Meeting

© SIP / Nicolas Bouvy

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu
http://www.bio-m.org
http://bioxclusters.eu
http://www.cc.lu/actualites/detail/mission-accomplie-pour-les-entrepreneurs-luxembourgeois-en-visite-a-seoul-et-a-tokyo
http://www.gouvernement.lu/4074444/08-japon
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/luxembourg-mission-japan
http://www.djw.de/veranstaltungen/veranstaltungen-details/article/djw-asa-no-kai-djw-german-japanese-joint-business-activity-one-possibility-to-b.html
http://www.djw.de
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Life science Delegation from Kobe visits Companies and 
Research institutions in hamburg and schleswig-holstein
on the 24-25 July 2014 a high-ranking dele-
gation from Kobe travelled with represent-
atives of HWF Hamburg business Develop-
ment corporation and life science experts to 
Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein to find out 
about options for strategic cooperation.

Among the guests from Kobe was the head 
of the Foundation for biomedical research 
and Innovation (FbrI) and the local director 
of the Japan external trade (Jetro). they 
were welcomed by Dr. Hinrich Habeck, 
ceo of the cluster organisation Life Science 
Nord Management GmbH: “We value Kobe 
as a very strong place for biotechnology and 
medical technologies. Cooperation in these 
industries with a highly innovative country 
like Japan would be of great value for Ham-
burg and Schleswig-Holstein. “ 
the delegation programme led the visitors 
to the Japanese life science companies 
olympus Surgical technologies europe 
and Sysmex Inostics gmbH in Hamburg; 

both companies are considered role mod-
els for eU-Japanese cooperation in the life 
sciences. Further visits in Hamburg includ-
ed the Fraunhofer IMe ScreeningPort, and 
in Lübeck the bioMedtec campus. 
the aim of the talks between FbrI, Jetro, 
Life Science Nord Management and the 
Hamburg business Development corpora-
tion was to find out, if and how a strategic 
cooperation between the two cluster re-
gions could be implemented in future. 

As an outcome of the journey Jetro is 
currently checking funding possibilities 
for future collaboration from the region-
al Industry tie-up program. rIt promotes 
two-way industrial exchange and collabo-
ration between regions in Japan and other 
countries, with the aim of facilitating busi-
ness tie-ups to create new industries and 
stimulate business in participating regions. 

http://www.universite-esante.com/en 

Call for Japanese ehealth Experts
第９回e-Health Summer University （２０１５年７月・フランス） 
日本のe-ヘルス・遠隔医療専門家を募集

the 9th edition of the eHealth Summer 
University, an international event dedicat-
ed in ehealth and telemedicine, will take 
place in South West of France from the 1st 
till the 3rd of July 2015. the event gathers 
more than 600 attendees, key players and 
decision-makers from the healthcare/so-
cial and technological innovation sectors, 
to discuss usage, technology and research 
in the area of Information and communi-
cation technology (Ict) at the service of 
healthcare and patient self-reliance. 

each year international experts par-
ticipate to share their expertise and 
their country’s perspectives on health 
systems and the ehealth market.  

During the 3-day event a series of exchang-
es and networking events will be organ-
ised, including thematic workshops, round 
tables and conferences, e-health awards 
(http://www.universite-esante.com/en/
ehealth-awards-2014), the international 
brokerage event “eHealth connection” 
(http://www.b2match.eu/ehealth-connec-
tion), demonstrations and flash presenta-
tions of ehealth projects and solutions and 
tV spotlights.

For the 9th edition, organisers of the event, 
would like to invite ehealth Japanese ex-
perts to take part in the event and to share 
their expertise. A special call for Japanese ex-
perts has been launched. experts’ travel ex-
penses will be reimbursed by the organisers. 
For further information, please contact: 
mathilde.mathon@castres-mazamet.com

high Level Japanese  
Participants Delivered Key Notes 
at Life sciences Baltics 2014 Forum
10-12 September 2014, Vilnius, Lithuania

the organisers of the LSb 2014 forum are 
especially pleased that through partic-
ipation at international exhibitions and 
the efforts of the Lithuanian embassy in 
Japan, they have succeeded in establish-
ing cooperation with representatives of 
Japanese bio-industry. 

At this year’s Life Sciences baltics 2014 Fo-
rum, Yoshihide esaki, head of the bio-in-
dustry Division of the Japanese Ministry 
of economy, trade and Industry, and Pro-
fessor Makoto Asashima, executive direc-
tor of the Japan Society for the Promotion 
of Science delivered key notes speeches. 
According to egidijus Meilūnas, the Lith-
uanian Ambassador in Japan, both gov-
ernment and business consider develop-
ment of the life sciences sector a priority 
in this country of advanced technology 
and innovation. 

“The fact that a delegation from high-lev-
el Japanese research and governmental 
institutions will be participating in the Life 
Sciences Baltics 2014 conference is proof 
that Lithuania’s achievements in the field of 
life sciences are well-known and valued on 
a global scale. The conference which is held 
in Vilnius for the second time has become 
an arena for discussions and sharing expe-
rience among top-level scientists and busi-
ness representatives.” stated Mr. Meilūnas.  

Life Sciences baltics is the largest inter-
national forum for biotechnology, phar-
maceutical and medical equipment and 
devices in the baltic States, where life 
sciences experts from around the world 
meet. Highlights of the forum included a 
conference with Nobel laureate Professor 
Kary b. Mullis, an international exhibition, 
business-to-business (b2b) meetings, vis-
its to Lithuanian companies and universi-
ties, sessions for start-ups and students, 
and the MAP Kinases II conference. 

the forum, which was held for the second 
time, is organised by Enterprise Lithuania; 
Prime Minister Algirdas butkevičius is the 
official patron of the event. 

http://www.lsb2014.com 
http://www.hamburg-economy.de/
press/4349210/2407-news/

http://www.universite-esante.com/en/ehealth-awards-2014
http://www.b2match.eu/ehealth-connection
http://www.universite-esante.com/en
http://www.lsb2014.com
http://www.hamburg-economy.de/press/4349210/2407-news
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http://www.unisec-global.org/

the successful Japanese UNISec activities 
inspired several european Universities to co-
operate on project-based space education 
and resulted in the foundation of UNISec eu-
rope in the spring of 2014. the objective is to 
motivate, by space exploration related tasks, 
students of different ages and to promote at 
universities hands-on activities to realize sys-
tems complementary to today’s more theoret-
ically oriented classes. exemplary cooperation 
examples between Japan and europe concern 
ground station networks, joint cubeSat mis-
sions, and educational workshops / conferenc-
es. by combining ground station networks in 
Japan and europe, the related contact time for 
satellite data transfer can this way be doubled. 
by coordinating launch opportunities at euro-
pean and Japanese launchers (by example H2, 
Vega) more opportunities to launch satellites 
might become available. 

Joint standards in student satellite design 
are a key issue for the exchange of materials 
between worldwide partners. the success of 
the cubeSat definition on geometric dimen-
sions and mass underlines this by enabling 
joint use of adaptors for different launchers. 
UNISec europe places emphasis on the defi-
nition of electrical interface standards for 
cubeSats. the vision is to support exchanges 
of satellite hardware at the level of subsys-
tems boards. thus, subsystems from differ-
ent suppliers could be flexibly integrated for 
different functionalities in a specific mission. 
UNISec europe wants to invite worldwide 
partners interested in this topic to join their 
working group in order to generate and pro-
mote a standard accepted by a broad inter-
national community for the benefit of future 
international cooperative satellite projects!

the european UNISec global members with 
significant experience in space projects: 
University Wuerzburg (Germany), Universita 
degli Studi di roma La Sapienza (Italy), Uni-
versidad de Vigo (Spain), Univerza v Ljublja-
ni (Slovenia), Université de Liege  (belgium), 
Lulea tekniska Universitet (Sweden), Istan-
bul technical University (turkey), technis-
che Universitaet Graz (Austria) and Zentrum 
fuer telematik (Germany) already applied to 

the eU’s Horizon 2020 SPAce with the joint 
proposal “Hands-on!” to support practical 
space related experiments. the proposal 
received the mark “very good”, they sim-
ply lacked funding. Nevertheless this good 
result motivates us to re-apply at the next 
opportunity and to provide a financial basis 
for future joint regional space outreach ac-
tivities. Apart from creating special courses, 
tele-education units, competitions, news 
and social media coverage, UNISec-europe 
also aims to make this a sustainable program 
by aligning with the proven global UNISec 
project. UNISec-europe is now actively seek-
ing eminent partners, who share its vision of 
space research, to join it in preparing future 
international proposals in this field.
contact: Prof. Dr. Klaus Schilling 
schi@informatik.uni-wuerzburg.de

UNisEC-Europe Founded

on the initiative of Minister of economy and 
Deputy Prime Minister Janusz Piechociński, 
on 3 July 2014 the event entitled “the Japan 
Day” was held at the Ministry of economy. 
the event was conducted with the support 
of the embassy of Japan, Jetro Warsaw of-
fice and the Polish Agency for enterprise De-
velopment (PArP). the main purpose of the 
event was to showcase the Polish-Japanese 
experience in economic cooperation as well 
as to discuss investment opportunities and 
prospects for the future. 

Source: Jetro Warsaw

the Japan Day was attended by represent-
atives of many Japanese and Polish institu-
tions: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of economy Mr. Janusz Piechociński, Am-
bassador of Japan, Mr.  Makoto Yamanaka, 
president of Jetro, Mr.  Satoshi Miyamoto, 
President of PAIiIZ, Mr. Sławomir Majman, 
Director of PAIiIZ, Mrs.  Iwona chojnows-
ka-Haponik, Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Mrs. Katarzyna Kacperczyk, Director of Jet-
ro London office, Mr. Jun Arima, President 
of Shokokai, Mr. Yoshito okada, President 
of techno-Invest Park Wałbrzych Special 
economic Zone, Mrs. barbara Kaśnikowska, 
Professor Jan bossak from Polish-Japanese 
economic committee, Director of National 
centre for research and Development Mr. 
Leszek Grabarczyk.
there were also many representatives from 
the business sector attending the event: Di-
rector Jan błaszczyk (Nano-carbon), Direc-
tor Izabella Gazda (PoLMoS Warsaw), 

Director Paweł Gołębiowski (Mitsubishi cor-
poration), President toru takeuchi (toyota 
Manufacturing Poland), President osamu 
Ishikawa (NGK ceramics Poland), and Direc-
tor Dave Deane (Fujitsu Poland GDc). 
the Japan Day brought together over 200 
participants who had the opportunity to lis-
ten not only to various presentations (such 
as the presentation of the Jetro London 
office director Mr.  Jun Arima entitled “What 
is happening in Japan: new opportunities 
and growth”), but also to participate in two 
panel discussions during which the main 
prospects and obstacles to investment in 
bilateral trade relations were outlined. In his 
speech, the Director Arima indicated that 
that the new economic policy of the coun-
try, Abenomics, has had clear effects. He 
emphasised also the fact that new oppor-
tunities arising in the Japanese investment 
sector, may bring major benefits to the  
Polish companies.

Japan Day 2014
3 July 2014, Warsaw, Poland

Mr. Satoshi Miyamoto, President of JETRO

http://www.unisec-global.org
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UK-Japan 21st Century Group 
the 31st annual conference of the UK-Japan 
21st century Group took place in tokyo and 
Hakone from 15-18 May 2014. Among oth-
er topics, conference sessions addressed 
the global impact of regional issues in east 
Asia, the regaining of trust in the nuclear 
industry, the role of women in politics and 
corporate life and opportunities to further 
UK-Japan educational exchanges. 

the UK-Japan 21st century Group was es-
tablished in 1984 as the UK-Japan 2000 
Group at the joint recommendation of the 
british and Japanese Prime Ministers, Mar-
garet thatcher and Yasuhiro Nakasone. It is 
the most senior bilateral body acting in the 
sphere of UK-Japan relations and maintains 
close ties with both governments and with 
related organisations.

the primary purpose of the Group is to pro-
mote dialogue and cooperation between 
the two countries. Members include parlia-
mentarians, business leaders and represent-
atives from the media, think tanks and ac-
ademia. Its co-chairmen are Lord (Michael) 
Howard of Lympne and Mr Yasuhisa Shioza-
ki, a member of Japan’s House of represent-
atives. At the Group’s annual conference, 
held alternate years in the UK and Japan, 
delegates discuss any issue that might af-
fect our bilateral ties and make suggestions 
on how to enhance them. the chairmen’s 
summary and recommendations from the 
conference are then sent to both Prime Min-
isters and to government departments for 
consideration and action.the UK-Japan 21st 
century Group greatly benefits from the 
support of its corporate sponsors, AMec, 
bAe Systems, barclays, crown Agents, Glax-
oSmithKline, rio tinto and rolls royce, and 
from an annual contribution by the Foreign 
and commonwealth office.

http://www.jcie.or.jp/thinknet/fo-
rums/uk-japan/31.html 

Polish Festival at  
Roppongi hills 2014
26-28 September 2014, Tokyo, Japan

A special event established in 2011 and 
organised by the trade and Investment 
Promotion Section of the embassy of the 
republic of Poland in tokyo was held at 
oyane Plaza in roppongi Hills, the famous 
entertainment district in tokyo. this event 
was also supported by the embassy of the 
republic of Poland in tokyo, the Polish Na-
tional tourist office in tokyo, the Polish In-
stitute in tokyo and the Polish chamber of 
commerce and Industry in Japan. 

Visitors could not only taste Polish genuine 
cuisine but also enjoy authentic Polish cul-
ture, including folk dancing performances, 
chorus as well as piano and guitar chopin 
recitals (classical and jazz), art exhibitions, 
talk shows and quizzes with prizes. 

A variety of Polish products offered by their 
Japanese importers was available on 14 

stands selling food, craft, accessories and 
many other excellent items “made in Poland”.

the team of trade and Investment Promo-
tion Section of the embassy of the republic 
of Poland in tokyo extends its sincere grat-
itude to all fans of Poland who shared their 
time with the organisers there and is look-
ing forward to meeting them again in 2015!

For any queries, contact: tokyo@trade.gov.pl 
phone: +81 (0)3 5437 5050

https://tokyo.trade.gov.pl/ja/kalendarium/
detail/article,7090,Zhuan_2014.html 

on 17 September 2014 FUJIFILM Manu-
facturing europe b.V. in tilburg, the Neth-
erlands, held the official start of the new 
production line for membranes. Shige-
hiro Nakajima, President and coo of 
FUJIFILM Holdings corporation opened 
the new production line together with 
Japanese Ambassador tsuji, King’s com-
missioner Van de Donk and President of 
FUJIFILM Manufacturing europe b.V., Pe-
ter Struik. this opening symbolises a new 
step in the 32-year history of the company 
in tilburg. 

the ceremony’s theme focused on 
innovation and the value from inno-
vation, guiding visitors through the 
transition of Fujifilm, from just pho-
tographic products to the develop-
ment of new technology platforms.  
over the past few years, Fujifilm has de-
veloped a new technology platform, 
whereby different types of membranes 
can be produced for water and gas sep-
aration. Purification of gasses or water 
fits well in the sustainable business op-
erations at Fujifilm. the company works 
continuously on preservation of products 
and processes. For example the five wind 
turbines on site and the afterburner for 
waste gasses in the offset plate factory. 

FUJIFILM Manufacturing europe b.V. in 
tilburg is one of the largest production 
establishments of Fujifilm outside of Ja-
pan. the company was established in 
1982 and approximately 900 employees 
work on a 63-hectare site. In addition to 
membranes, Fujifilm tilburg also produc-
es photo paper and offset plates and has 
its own research Laboratory.

Source: FUJIFILM Manufacturing europe b.V. press release

FUJiFiLM starts with  
Membrane Production in 
the Netherlands

Shigehiro Nakajima, President and COO of FUJIFILM 
Holdings Corporation signing the first membrane 
product of the new product line

http://www.fujifilm.eu/
eu/news/article/news/fuji-
film-starts-with-membrane-production 

http://www.jcie.or.jp/thinknet/forums/uk-japan/31.html
https://tokyo.trade.gov.pl/ja/kalendarium/detail/article,7090,Zhuan_2014.html
http://www.fujifilm.eu/eu/news/article/news/fujifilm-starts-with-membrane-production
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Zoom on B2B Business
By Philippe Huysveld, Managing Director & 
Head of Consulting, GBMC, France

Japanese trading companies and Ja-
panese banks gather a lot of informa-
tion about Industry trends (domestic 
and overseas), about their clients, about 
their suppliers and about their business 
partners, among others. In a similar way, 
it is therefore important for foreign com-
panies to gather information about b2b 
business in Japan, as well as to find out as 
much as possible about their professional 
Japanese clients. 

Needless to say, using b2b Directory sites 
is the very first action to take. these sites 
are popular in Japan too, although Ja-
panese companies tend to rely on off-line 
business networks to find partners.  In 
addition, the reconstruction process in 
tohoku region, as well as the governmen-
tal policy of industrial clusters nationwide 
also constitute potential sources of bu-
siness opportunities.  “Always deliver more 
than expected” (Larry Page)

the complete article is available at:

WeBPAGeS AnD rePortS ABoUt JAPAn
over the course of the next 3 months, the centre will con-
tinue to add practical information on Japan on this plat-
form. the planned content releases for the period  
october-December, will cover topics such as construction, elec-
tronics, machinery, metal, healthcare & medical, textiles, materials,  
environment.
cASe StUDIeS
the centre will soon be unveiling a series of case studies focussing 
on companies which have participated in the centre’s various train-
ing programmes and missions to Japan. In these reports you will 
discover to what extent these companies have managed to interna-
tionalise themselves towards Japan. 

WeBInArS
A list of webinars planned for october, November and December:

•	 07 october: Semiconductor Products and Supplies to Japan.
•	 21 october: recycling and Waste Management.
•	 04 November: technical textile Industry in Japan.
•	 18 November: Dental Devices & Materials in Japan.
•	 25 November: Nanotechnology in Japan.
•	 02 December: tax and Public Procurement in Japan.

As always, webinars will be recorded and freely accessible for all regis-
trants who were not able to catch the live versions. 
Feel free to register on:

Information sharing and reporting is often 
a cause of friction in Japanese companies. 
Here is one extreme example that shows 
just how serious the implications can be.

A Japanese company in the Netherlands ap-
pointed their first european ceo (previous 
ceos were Japanese). this person, let’s call 
him John, had only worked for American 
and european companies previously. Soon 
after his appointment, the amount of in-
formation shared with Japan started to de-
crease. the HQ in Japan and Japanese expa-
triates working with John had to constantly 
ask him for information. 
they felt that they did not know exactly 
what was John working on and did not un-
derstand why he was not more open. Mean-
while, John was growing more and more 
frustrated about what he felt was micro-
management. He said: “As long as my num-
bers are good, and they are, why don’t you 
just let me do my work! I know the european 
market well and we have been improving 
our market share since I joined.” the rela-
tionship between John and the Japanese 
HQ deteriorated and the company eventu-
ally let him go. 

this example illustrates the differences in 
reporting and information sharing expect-
ed in Japan and in europe. For europeans 
who are used to working independently, 
being asked to report regularly or having 
the feeling that someone is watching what 
we are doing, can, sometimes, be per-
ceived as micromanagement. the higher 
we are in the hierarchy, the more autono-
my we expect.
If the new ceo had been Japanese instead 
of european, he would naturally have kept 
reporting regularly and automatically to 
HQ. there is a word in Japanese language 
which explains this very well: Horenso. 
Literally it means spinach but in business it 
is the contraction of three words: 
•	 Hokoku: to report, 
•	 renraku: to communicate,  
•	 Soudan: to ask advice.
In the rest of the article you will be discov-
ering more about cultural backgrounds 
such as: Group vs. Individualism, Bot-
tom-up vs. top-down hierarchy, Process 
vs. results and will be provided with some 
useful advices for Japanese and europeans.

the complete article is available at:

NEW REPORt - the Wine Market in Japan
this publication is aimed at wine producers in central and eastern europe who wish to sell their wine in Japan. As in other parts of Asia, wine 
consumption is increasing in Japan - from 2011-2012 it grew 12%. the Japanese currently mainly consume wines from Western europe and 
from the New World. Given its currently extremely small market share, the potential for growth of wines from central and eastern europe is 
considerable. this report will analyse the challenges and opportunities its wine producers will face.

http://www.eu-japan.eu/sites/eu-japan.eu/files/JapanWineMarketreport-2014.pdf

Why is reporting so Important in Japanese companies?
By Olivier Van Beneden Japan Consulting Office, Brussels, Belgium

http://japanconsultingoffice.com/
en_blog?lang=en  

Would You Like to Know More About Japan?
Do not forget to register to www.EUbusinessinJapan.eu
In 2014, the eU-Japan centre’s launched its new information portal www.eubusinessinjapan.eu for eU companies wishing to do business in 
Japan. Since its launch, the centre has published a wide variety of webpages, expert reports and e-learning resources, as well as organising 
webinars covering important Japan-related issues and sectors to assist eU companies in seizing opportunities in the Japanese market.

http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/
user/register

http://eubusinessinjapan.eu/
library/publication/article-guide-
lines-for-b2b-marketing-in-japan

http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu
http://www.eubusinessinjapan.eu/user/register
http://www.eu-japan.eu/sites/eu-japan.eu/files/JapanWineMarketReport-2014.pdf
http://eubusinessinjapan.eu/library/publication/article-guidelines-for-b2b-marketing-in-japan
http://japanconsultingoffice.com/en_blog?lang=en
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Since 2011, the eU-Japan centre is member of the enterprise europe Network representing Japan. 
In this chapter you will get information on partnering-related activities and opportunities.

Kobe biomedical Innovation cluster (KbIc) 
(https://www.kobe-lsc.jp/en) will exhibit at 
MeDIcA 2014 (http://www.medica-tradefair.
com) with 7 of its medical-related member 
companies and Jetro Kobe (Japan external 
trade organization, Kobe office). the mis-
sion from Kobe is organised by Kobe city  
Industrial Promotion Foudation (http://www.
kobe-ipc.or.jp). KbIc and its members will 
participate in the brokerage event organised 
by enterprise europe Network (http://www.
b2match.eu/medica2014) during the fair; this 
will be an opportunity for eU companies in-

terested in the Japanese market to meet with 
potential Japanese partners. KbIc, which is one 
of the biggest biomedical / life science clusters 
in Japan, is strategically focusing on the follow-
ing three fields: innovative drug, regenerative 
medicine and medical device development.

KbIc is located in Sannomiya the central dis-
trict of Kobe city that has flourished as an in-
ternational hub port and opened to people 
from all over the world. National research 
institutes such as riken, universities, colleg-
es, hospitals as well as r&D bases of many 

KbIc’s members are located in this area:  
the number of the bases of related companies 
amounting to more than 280. Some global 
companies, for instance: boehringer Ingel-
heim, Johnson & Johnson, Sanofi, St.Jude and 
covidien also have r&D research institutes and 
training centres there. 

KbIc and its key partnering organisations such 
as the Foundation for biomedical research and 
Innovation (FbrI), Kobe city and SMe Support 
(organization for Small & Medium enterprises 
and regional Innovation) can provide the fol-
lowing supports to eU partners:
- continuous follow-up to business partnering 
with other KbIc’s member companies and local 
firms;
- Introduction to a wide range of specialists in 
technical, regulatory & tax fields;
- experienced coordinators and advisors to sat-
isfy any requirements.

Kobe Biomedical innovation Cluster Exhibits at MEDiCA 2014
12-15 November 2014, Dusseldorf, Germany 

http://www.b2match.eu/medica2014

on the occasion of MeDIcA 2014 (http://www.medica-tradefair.com), the global No. 1 
meeting place for the medical sector, the Healthcare Sector Group of the enterprise eu-
rope Network will organise an international brokerage event. the aim is to assist enterpris-
es, universities and research institutions in finding partners in europe for product devel-
opment, manufacturing, distribution and licensing agreements, joint ventures and other 
types of partnerships.

this international Healthcare brokerage event has a tradition going back about 15 years 
now. Last year, the brokerage event had more than 240 participants from about 30 coun-
tries with more than 800 meetings taking place. Each participant has to register and pro-
vide a technology profile describing either a technology offer or a technology request. 
this will be published in the online catalogue of the brokerage event. the catalogue will 
be updated continuously as profiles will be submitted and forms the basis for selecting 
partners for meetings and making appointments at the event. About one week prior to 
the event, each participant will receive an individual meeting schedule.

healthcare Brokerage Event at MEDiCA 
12-14 November 2014, Dusseldorf, Germany

KBIc AnD ItS DeleGAtIon IS looKInG forWArD to meetInG eU vISItorS At tHeIr BootH In HAll16/B51

Aquatech co., Ltd Provides micro peristaltic pumps and microfluidic controlling 
system

http://www.ringpump-aquatech.co.jp

Advantest corporation Provides laboratories microscopes https://www.advantest.com/global/global.htm

Global engineering co., Ltd Provides bioelectric-controlled prosthesis http://www.global-eng.co.jp

cosmos corporation A third party certification body accredited by the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare

http://www.safetyweb.co.jp

JMc corporation training kit for cardiovascular catheter (Manufactures custom-made 
organ models based on DIcoM data by 3D printers)

http://www.jmc-rp.co.jp

HI-LeX corporation, Inc. Provides: micro catheter, PtcA guidewire, biopsy channel, ePtFe 
vascular graft, left ventricular assist devices

http://www.hi-lex.co.jp/e/index.html

MU Ltd. Develops independent medical mini robot for examination of 
digestive tract

http://www.mu-frontier.com/en-index.html

http://www.medica-tradefair.com
http://www.b2match.eu/medica2014
https://www.kobe-lsc.jp/en
http://www.medica-tradefair.com
http://www.kobe-ipc.or.jp
http://www.b2match.eu/medica2014
http://www.ringpump-aquatech.co.jp
https://www.advantest.com/global/global.htm
http://www.global-eng.co.jp
http://www.safetyweb.co.jp
http://www.jmc-rp.co.jp
http://www.hi-lex.co.jp/e/index.html
http://www.mu-frontier.com/en-index.html
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Only Ota Quality at MEDiCA/COMPAMED 2014
12-15 November 2014, Dusseldorf, Germany

ota city is one of the world’s leading ad-
vanced technology cities and is located in 
the southern part of Metropolitan tokyo, of-
fering easy access to ground, air and marine 
transportation.

4000 sMEs
ota city has roughly 4,000 small and medi-
um-sized enterprises in its area, and each 
of them has a quite outstanding advanced 
technology. 

the technical capability of these enterpris-
es comes from their spirit of creativeness, 
no matter what the size of the enterprise 
is; and he spirit consists both of traditional 
and modern science and technology. Work-
ing with them closely and supporting them 
from various angles, ota city promotes their 
technology in eU and international markets 
to meet with rising demands in the broad 
area of technology. 

the participation to the MeDIcA/coMPAMeD 
2014 fair (http://www.medica-tradefair.com) 
is seen as a good opportunity to present 
their activities in the eU and the Japanese 
companies taking part to this mission aim 
to find long-term eU partners to introduce 
their outstanding technical capability. 

Ota City supports the following compa-
nies during MEDiCA/COMPAMED 2014  
at hALL 08B Booth J24

Source: ota city Industrial Promotion organization

K.D.K. co., Ltd.
http://www4.ocn.ne.jp/~kdk/index.htm

Komatsu Spring Industrial co., Ltd.
http://www.komatsubane.com/english/index.html

M1-Seiko co., Ltd.
http://www.m1-seiko.co.jp/index_e.html

ohta Precision (M) SDN bHD
http://ohtaseiko.com/english/index.html

tokyo Wire Works, Ltd.
http://www.twire.co.jp/english/index-en.html

http://www.pio-ota.jp/english

ibaraki Prefecture’s “hidden Gems” 
at COMPAMED 2014
12-14 November 2014, Dusseldorf, Germany

Hitachi regional Industrial technical Sup-
port center (HItS) of Hitachi city (http://
www.hits.or.jp/en/index.html), and Hitachi-
naka techno center of Hitachinaka city 
(http://www.htc.co.jp), along with 8 small 
and medium-sized enterprises from Ibaraki 
Prefecture in Japan, will participate in the 
world’s largest trade fair for medical tech-
nology: coMPAMeD 2014. (http://www.
compamed-tradefair.com)

the exhibitors group is mainly composed 
of members of “Hitachi risshijuku” (young 
business leaders’ group), and of various 
small and medium sized manufacturers op-
erating in sectors like: press working, can 
welding, spring manufacturing, cutting, 
punch pressing and injection moulding.  
their precision machining plays an impor-
tant role in the Japanese manufacturing 
industry as these companies provide the in-
dispensable parts and product manufactur-
ing equipment to the large Japanese manu-
facturers that are active internationally.  

these companies are well-known as lead-
ers in niche areas, but are not generally 
known by end users, especially those who 
are abroad. In other word they are “hidden 
gems” of Japan. the companies exhibiting 
at this year’s coMPAMeD  fair include: a 
company that secured a top-ranked share 
in the engine controlling apparatus sector, 
a company that has achieved high technical 
ability in manufacturing the world small-
est-sized springs, and various companies 
that are certified by the Japanese govern-
ment as high-level technological develop-
ment manufacturers.

these companies strive to keep providing 
highly qualified precision processing tech-
nology in the eU and global markets to be-
come gems in the world. eU partners are 
welcome to meet them during the match-
making event (http://www.b2match.eu/
medica2014) organised by the enterprise eu-
rope Network’s local representative, as well 
as visiting them at their common exhibitors 
booth: Hall 8a / J33.

exhibiting companies & Brokerage event 
Participants at HAll 08A Booth J33

ohnuki Manufacturing Industry co., Ltd.
http://www.ohnuki.co.jp/en/index.html
http://www.ohnuki.co.jp

M.tecH co., Ltd.
http://www.m-tech61.com

Daiichi Fab tech co., Ltd.
http://www.d-f-t.jp

Nogamigiken co., Ltd.
http://www.nogami-gk.co.jp/en_gaiyou.htm
http://www.nogami-gk.co.jp

Satte Spring co.,Ltd.
http://satte-spring.com

bethel co., Ltd
http://www.bethel.co.jp/eng/index.html
http://www.bethel-plastics.jp

Penguin System co.,Ltd.
http://www.penguins.co.jp

Sanwa-seiki corporation
http://sanwaseiki-die.co.jp/sanwa_en.html
http://sanwaseiki-die.co.jp

http://www.medica-tradefair.com
http://www4.ocn.ne.jp/~kdk/index.htm
http://www.komatsubane.com/english/index.html
http://www.m1-seiko.co.jp/index_e.html
http://ohtaseiko.com/english/index.html
http://www.twire.co.jp/english/index-en.html
http://www.pio-ota.jp/english
http://www.hits.or.jp/en/index.html
http://www.htc.co.jp
http://www.compamed-tradefair.com
http://www.b2match.eu/medica2014
http://www.ohnuki.co.jp/en/index.html
http://www.ohnuki.co.jp
http://www.m-tech61.com
http://www.d-f-t.jp
http://www.nogami-gk.co.jp/en_gaiyou.htm
http://www.nogami-gk.co.jp
http://satte-spring.com
http://www.bethel.co.jp/eng/index.html
http://www.bethel-plastics.jp
http://www.penguins.co.jp
http://sanwaseiki-die.co.jp/sanwa_en.html
http://sanwaseiki-die.co.jp
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EU-Japan Business Cooperation Opportunities
reQUeSt For AGeNtS IN JAPAN
Sector: ceramic artefacts
Italian SMe specialising in the creation and restoration of 
ceramic artefacts is looking for agents
Profile ID: boIt20140520001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector: Pharmaceutical
French company is looking for a pharmaceutical  
distributor for its urea cycle disorders product
Profile ID: tbc

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: Automobile, home appliances, construction
Japanese manufacturer of polyethylene foam is looking 
for distributors 
Profile ID: boJP20140610001

reQUeSt For LIceNSee IN tHe eU
Sector: Packaging
Japanese manufacturer of plastic packaging is seeking 
licensee for plastic film manufacturing patents
Profile ID: boJP20140716001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: Security
UK company developed a sound analytics framework 
and is looking for licensing partner
Profile ID: toUK20140527001 

reQUeSt For AGeNtS IN JAPAN
Sector: Aquaculture
Maltese aquaculture consultancy and technology  
provider seeks agents 
Profile ID: bOMT20140308001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: Industrial equipment
Japanese planetary centrifugal mixer manufacturer  
seeking distribution partners
Profile ID: boJP20140709001 

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector:medical devices
Japanese motor products manufacturer is seeking  
distributors in the medical devices industry
Profile ID: boJP20140730001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector: Hygiene device
Finnish company offering hygiene solutions is looking for 
distributors
Profile ID: boFI20140704002 

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector:  cosmetics
Italian bio-cosmetics producer is looking for distributors 
and retailers 
Profile ID: boIt20140731002

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN tHe eU
Sector: medical, healthcare
Japanese biomarker manufactures antibodies and hu-
man collagen of silk derivate 
Profile ID: boJP20140909001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: machinery
Japanese riveting machine manufacturer looking for a  
distributor
Profile ID: boJP20140901001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: chemical
UK chemical company offers manufacturing, outsourced 
synthesis and specialist r&D services
Profile ID: boUK20140317001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: eco-Building
belgian SMe developed a decentralised heat recovery  
ventilation system and is looking for partners
Profile ID: tobe20131007002

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN tHe eU
Sector: manufacturing
Japanese pioneer of titanium products and total  
manufacturing is offering its services
Profile ID: bOJP20130830001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: Welfare apparatus
Japanese manufacturer of welfare apparatus is seeking  
distributors/representatives 
Profile ID: bOJP20140908001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS & PArtNerS IN tHe eU
Sector: life sciences
UK retinoid derivatives developer is looking for partners
Profile ID: boUK20140911001 & toUK20140911001

reQUeSt For INterMeDIArIeS IN JAPAN
Sector: food
Italian salt producer is looking for trade intermediaries 
Profile ID: boIt20140730002

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: medical
Japanese company is seeking a distributor for their  
mammography diagnostic software 
Profile ID: bOJP20130628001

reQUeSt For SUPPLIerS IN tHe eU
Sector: mobile devices
Japanese distributor is seeking eU suppliers of security  
products for mobile devices
Profile ID: bRJP20130809001

Brokerage Event at Biofach 
Sector: organic food and beverages
12-13 February 2015, Nuremberg, Germany

bIoFAcH 2015 is the leading annual event in organic food, and this 
for more than 25 years! Since the Netherlands is ‘country of the Year’ 
in 2015, eeN NL will organize, in cooperation with the Dutch embas-
sy in berlin, a brokarage event for visitors and exhibitors at the Hol-
land Pavillion.
registration deadline: 05 february 2015
http://www.biofach.de/en/ 

CeBit Future Match 2015
Sector: Ict
16-20 March 2015, Hannover, Germany

Future Match 2015 at cebIt, the world’s largest computer expo, in 
Hannover, is one of the largest and most successful international 
brokerage events in the eeN. Future Match has enabled exhibitors 
and visitors at the fair to find partners for cooperation: product de-
velopment, research & development, joint ventures...
registration deadline: 10 march 2015
http://www.b2match.eu/futurematch

MAtcHMAKING oPPortUNItIeS For eU AND JAPANeSe SMeS
Enterprise Europe Network Events

http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/EvE/Event/ListEvents

http://www.biofach.de/en
http://www.b2match.eu/futurematch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/EVE/Event/ListEvents
http://www.een-japan.eu/ja/content/italian-ceramic-artefacts
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/french-pharmaceutical
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-manufacturer-polyethylene-foam
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-plastic-packaging
http://www.een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-sound-analytics
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/MT-aquaculture
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-planetary-mixer
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-motor-products
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/FI-hygiene-solutions
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/IT-bio-cosmetics
http://een-japan.eu/content/JP-antibodies-collagen
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-riveting-machine
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-chemical-synthesis
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/BE-ventilation-system
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-titanium
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-welfare
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-retinoid-derivatives-distribution
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-retinoid-derivatives
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/IT-salt
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-mammography-diagnostic
http://een-japan.eu/content/mobile-device-management
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http://een-japan.eu/opportunities

EU-Japan Business Cooperation Opportunities
reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector: Golf, silverware
Scottish company producing silverware for the golf mar-
ket is looking for distributors.
Profile ID: boUK20140617005

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: Audiovisual, media 
Luxembourg company specialised in the filmmaking 
scene is looking for partners 
Profile ID: bOLU20140811001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN tHe eU
Sector: Health products
Japanese manufacturer of foot-support product seeking 
distributors
Profile ID: bOJP20140812001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: manufacturing
Japanese micron-precision metal stamping company is 
offering its services
Profile ID: bOJP20130821001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: Automotive
French SMe developed a shock absorber for cars with a 
hydraulic bump stop is looking for partners.
Profile ID: toFr20140526001

reQUeSt For SUPPLIerS IN JAPAN
Sector: Audiovisual, media 
Luxembourg producer of audiovisual programs aimed 
for young audiences is looking for partners 
Profile ID: bOLU20140813004

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: tools
Japanese manufacturer of bubble nozzles is seeking for 
a distributor
Profile ID: bOJP20130628003

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN tHe eU
Sector: Kitchenware, tableware
Japanese wholesaler of Japanese traditional crafts is 
seeking a distributor
Profile ID: boJP20130625001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS  IN JAPAN
Sector: Audiovisual, media 
Luxembourg company, specialised in the production, dis-
tribution & sales of films is looking for distributors 
Profile ID: bOLU20140813007

reQUeSt For PArtNerS  IN JAPAN
Sector: Audiovisual, media 
oscar winning Luxembourg company specialised in 3D 
animation programmes is looking for partners  
Profile ID: bOLU20140813002

reQUeSt For SUPPLIerS IN tHe eU
Sector: Audio equipment
Japanese consumer electric appliance distributor is 
seeking high-end audio instruments 
Profile ID: bOJP20130830001

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: medical services
Luxembourg company provides international patient 
transportation with air ambulance aircraft services
Profile ID: bOLU20140813003

reQUeSt For PArtNer IN JAPAN
Sector: Biotech
A Spanish biotech company offers an outstanding marine 
origin library
Profile ID: TOES20140828001

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector: tobacco
Luxembourg company specialised in tobacco and its de-
rivatives is looking for a distributor 
Profile ID: bRLU20140820001 

reQUeSt For PArtNerS  IN JAPAN
Sector: Audiovisual, media 
Luxembourg developer and producer of animation mo-
vies and tV shows is looking for partners
Profile ID: bOLU20140813006

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: It
Luxembourg developer of gesture recognition technolo-
gy is looking for partners
Profile ID: bOLU20140813005

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: telecommunication
Luxembourg telecom operator offering datacenter, 
connectivity and managed services is looking for partners
Profile ID: bOLU20140813001 

reQUeSt For DIStrIbUtorS IN JAPAN
Sector: Packaging
French manufacturer of eco-friendly florist supplies 
looking for distributors
Profile ID: bOFR20140819003

reQUeSt For PArtNerS  IN JAPAN
Sector: Biomedical
Dutch SMe that developed novel in-vitro human mi-
cro-tissue models is looking for partners
Profile ID: toNL20140922002

reQUeSt For PArtNerS IN JAPAN
Sector: Pharmaceutics
A UK research organisation offers global synthetic and 
medicinal chemistry contract services 
Profile ID: boUK20140919001

Seafood expo Global / Seafood Processing 
Global is the largest seafood trade event 
in the world. the event attracts more than 
25,000 buyers and suppliers of fresh, frozen, 
packaged and value-added seafood prod-
ucts, equipment and services. Attendees 
travel from over 145 countries to do busi-
ness at the exposition. No other event in the 
world provides seafood professionals with 
direct access to qualified buyers and suppli-

ers from all over the globe representing all 
aspects of the seafood industry.

Hosted by Scottish Development Interna-
tional and managed by enterprise europe 
Network Scotland, the partnering event will 
give participants the opportunity to meet 
potential customers, suppliers or partners 
face-to-face to explore business opportuni-
ties through targeted meetings. 

the eeN Partnering event (http://www.
b2match.eu/seg2015) is the perfect op-
portunity for businesses to expand market 
reach, source or further commercialise in-
novative process or technical solutions, find 
development partners or to underpin com-
petitiveness in seafood related markets.

Business Partnering at seafood Expo Global 2015 
21-22 April 2015, brussels, belgium

http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/sea-
food-expo-global-2015

http://www.b2match.eu/seg2015
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/seafood-expo-global-2015
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-silverware-golf
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-filmmaking-scene
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-foot-support
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-metal-stamping
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/fr-shock-absorber-car
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-filmmaking-scene
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-manufacturer-bubble-nozzles
http://een-japan.eu/content/japanese-traditional-crafts
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-catalogue-films
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-oscar-3d-animation
http://een-japan.eu/content/jp-distributor-seeking-audio-equipments
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-air-ambulance-service
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/es-marine-library
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-tobacco
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-animation-movies
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-gesture-recognition
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/lu-telecom-operator
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/fr-eco-florist-supplies
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/nl-biomed
http://een-japan.eu/ja/content/uk-pharmaceutics
http://een-japan.eu/opportunities
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tOsM & smart Mobility 
Meetings
12-13 November 2014, torino, Italy

the 6th edition of Smart Mobility World 
will be focused on solutions for green ve-
hicles (on road and rail) electric and hy-
brid pwt, range extended engines, fuel 
cells, energy efficiency solutions, auton-
omous driving, new materials, co2 re-
duction, ergonomics, telematics and in-
fotainment, smart city logistic. the event 
will be held with ItS – It solutions for the 
Intelligent transport System devoted 
to smart mobility, security and logistics, 
smart payments, data transmission relat-
ed to traffic users, network security, car 
to car communication and fleet manage-
ment, infomobility, geolocalisation etc.

besides the opportunity to select the 
most interesting suppliers/partners, the 
purchasing and r&D managers can pro-
vide technical details about the servic-
es they wish to improve, the products 
sought, the problems they need to solve 
and the organising team will act to in-
volve suitable suppliers/partners match-
ing with their requirements.  

More information on 
http://www.smartmobilityworld.net 

Belgian Companies at 
COsME tokyo 2014
20-22 october 2014, tokyo, Japan

Wallonia export-Investment Agency 
(http://www.wallonia.be/en) participat-
ed for the first time in “coSMe toKYo 
2014” International cosmetic trade Fair 
(http://www.cosmetokyo.jp/en/), and 3 
belgian cosmetic companies exhibited 
their excellent belgian products, hoping 
for a lot of exchanges with Japanese dis-
tributors from various channels.”
the exhibitors were Alanine Laboratory 
(http://www.alanine.be/fr/) and Libin-
vest (http://www.libinvest.com) from 
Wallonia, and Soprodal (http://www.so-
prodal.com) from Flanders.

More information on 
http://cosme2014.tems-system.com/
exhiSearch/ct/eng/Details?id=9f7Jt-
mZ7UBA%3D&type=8

KCCiC’s 95th Anniversary

Klaipeda chamber of 
commerce, Industry, and 
crafts (KccIc) is offering 
to help foreign compa-
nies to get in contact in order to estab-
lish and build trustful and successful 
business relationships with Lithuanian 
companies operating in Klaipeda and 
taurage regions. 

KccIc is a non-governmental and a 
non-profit seeking organisation and is 
one of the five chambers of commerce 
in Lithuania. this year the organisation 
is celebrating its 95th anniversary. KccIc 
consolidates more than 230 members 
among which are the biggest compa-
nies of the region and representatives of 
small and medium-sized businesses. the 
chamber also represents the interests 
of entrepreneurs and business develop-
ment objectives in the Klaipeda and tau-
rage counties. Promoting the export and 
development of small and medium-sized 
business, the chamber takes part in vari-
ous international projects and programs. 

KccIc has considerable experience work-
ing with regional and national organisa-
tions, public authorities, other national/
regional business service providers, is ac-
tively embedded in the regional SMe/in-
novation support environment providing 
services such as: information and practi-
cal advice on market opportunities, eu-
ropean legislation and policies relevant 
to a company or sector; Helping SMEs 
to find suitable business partners using 
its business and technology coopera-
tion database, providing information on 
tender opportunities and international 
networking; Developing the research and 
innovation capacities of SMes by helping 
to create synergies with other research ac-
tors, foster technological cooperation and 
holding brokerage events; Involving SMEs 
and business actors in the policy-making 
process, by transmitting feedback to the 
commission and monitoring the imple-
mentation of eU policies in the field of 
competitiveness and innovation. 

More information on
http://www.kcci.lt/en

the Promising Programme 
of Food valley Expo
23 october 2014, Arnhem, the Netherlands

For innovators in agrifood the Food 
Valley expo is the place to be. business, 
research institutes and others active in 
the Dutch agro-food sector present the 
latest trends and developments in agro-
food. Inspirational key note speakers give 
you a glimpse into the future. In several 
networking sessions you can come into 
contact with like-minded visitors. the or-
ganisation is now in full motion.

this annual event takes place at con-
gress centre Papendal in Arnhem, the 
Netherlands, on the 23 october 2014. An 
integral part of the exhibition is the pres-
entation of the Food Valley Award for the 
most innovative agrifood product, tech-
nology or concept.

More information on 
http://www.foodvalleyexpo.nl 

seminar
Japan & Germany: Business 
opportunities & future trends
31 october 2014, Dusseldorf, Germany

Industry 4.0 - the covergence of mod-
ern It systems with physical industrial 
processes - has evolved into a complex 
theme that is driving paradigm change 
in manufacturing. 

German based trade fairs are the plat-
forms of choice for companies want-
ing to present future-defining themes, 
trends and innovations within the wider 
context of their worldwide peers. they 
are also the preferred forums for forging 
technology partnerships and managing 
customers relationships. 

registration deadline 23 october. 
For more information contact:
andrea.busch@messe.de

http://www.smartmobilityworld.net
http://www.wallonia.be/en
http://www.alanine.be/fr
http://www.libinvest.com
http://www.soprodal.com
http://cosme2014.tems-system.com/exhiSearch/CT/eng/Details?id=9f7JtmZ7UBA%3D&type=8
http://www.kcci.lt/en
http://www.foodvalleyexpo.nl
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Workshop on Earthquakes
6-8 October 2014, Rhodes, greece

mega earthquakes and tsunami in Sub-
duction Zones: forecasting Possibilities 
and Implications for risk Assessment 

At this international workshop earth-
quake and tsunami experts presented 
new research on the origins and the 
disastrous consequences of mega earth-
quakes and tsunami in subduction zones 
around the world. It also examined how 
new methods of predicting such mega 
events and the associated risk assess-
ment can be established. Another sub-
ject area was communicating risks within 
communities. the island of rhodes has 
been plagued by repeated earthquakes, 
and it is the tsunami test site for the eu-
ropean research project “transfer” and 
a testing area for the current european 
research program on disaster readiness 
“Neartowarn”.

More information on 
http://www.gein.noa.gr/metsz/in-
dex.html

Job Offer

roHM Semiconductor GmbH in Willich, 
Germany is looking for a european Design 
centre and Quality Assurance Assistant.
Start: 1st of December, 2014, limited for 1 
year (parental leave substitution).

the position will be within the european 
Design centre where the assistant will be 
responsible for facilitating the main ac-
tivities of the department.

More information on 
http://www.eu-japan.eu/sites/eu-ja-
pan.eu/files/job_offer_rohm_qa_as-
sistant_sep2014.pdf

spotted Publication

Japan’s energy Policy in a Post-3/11 
World: Juggling Safety, Sustainability 
and economics 

IFrI has released a new report covering 
Japan’s new energy policy, with an em-
phasis on how it has been affected by the 
2011 Great east Japan earthquake. this 
report examines the key problems cur-
rently facing Japan’s electricity system, 
and proposes a list of wide-reaching re-
forms for Japan’s energy sector, such as 
reduced reliance on nuclear energy via 
diversification of energy sources.

More information on 
http://w w w.ifri .org/?page=de -
tail-contribution&id=8243&id_prove-
nance=88&provenance_context_id=2 

Launch of Nikon imaging 
Center

Last June in Italy, the Nikon Imaging 
center was launched at the Istituto Ital-
iano di tecnologia (IIt). 

the new centre for microscopy will be 
tasked with the development of a new 
generation of optical instruments with 
biomedical applications in the next 3 
years. NIc@IIt stems from the collabora-
tion between IIt and Nikon Instruments – 
world leader in the distribution of scien-
tific equipment for diagnostics, research 
and measurement.
Source: IIt

More information on 
http://www.iit.it/en/news/news/2014-
news/2465-launch-of-nikon-imaging-
centeriit-the-new-top-center-for-op-
tical-microscopy.html 

spotted Magazine

“Shop & travel in belgium - Japanese 
edition” is a magazine designed to help 
tourists and expats get around, shop 
and discover belgium and its regions. 
Designed as a magazine, “Shop & trav-
el in belgium” also introduces the latest 
trends in fashion, jewels, watches and 
cosmetics. Look through brussels’ Shop-
ping Guide to know where to get what. 
From brussels to Liège, from Antwerp to 
Namur, the editors hope that readers en-
joy each page of the magazine. Are you 
a foodie? then don’t miss the pages on 
belgian chocolate and beers!

More information on 
http://www.shopandtravelinbel-
gium.com/japanese-edition 

http://www.gein.noa.gr/metsz/index.html
http://www.iit.it/en/news/news/2014-news/2465-launch-of-nikon-imaging-centeriit-the-new-top-center-for-optical-microscopy.html
http://www.eu-japan.eu/sites/eu-japan.eu/files/job_offer_rohm_qa_assistant_sep2014.pdf
http://www.ifri.org/?page=detail-contribution&id=8243&id_provenance=88&provenance_context_id=2
http://www.shopandtravelinbelgium.com/japanese-edition
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Feel free to contact us if you would like your EU-Japan-related news/event to be announced in our  
forthcoming newsletter and/or on our website : michelson@eu-japan.eu

http://www.eu-japan.eu 

DATE/LOCATION DETAILS CONTACTS

3 November 2014  
Tokyo, Japan

TRADE MISSION
Central Nervous System Trade Mission to Japan

UK Trade & Investment Japan
http://www.exporttojapan.co.uk/event/cns-
trade-mission-to-japan

10 November 2014  
Tokyo, Japan

CONTEST
EURAXESS Science Slam Japan 2014

EURAXESS
http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/links/
events/japan/science_slam_bo

14 November 2014  
Tokyo, Japan

AWARDS
2014 British Business Awards

British Chamber of Commerce in Japan
https://www.bccjapan.com/
events/2014/11/2014-british-business-awards

17 November 2014  
Tokyo, Japan

SEMINAR
Invest Tokyo  Seminar 2014 
- The charms of Tokyo market for the foreign companies and 
various supports & incentives -

Business Development Center Tokyo
http://www.bdc-tokyo.org/en/news/pdf/semi-
nar20141117.pdf

17-21 November 2014  
Tokyo, Japan

EUROPEAN COMMISSION-FUNDED PROGRAMME
Training Mission: WCM - World Class Manufacturing - session II  

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-pro-
grammes/WCM

26-30 January 2015   
Tokyo, Japan

EUROPEAN COMMISSION-FUNDED PROGRAMME
Sectoral Mission: Nanotech Cluster & SMEs Mission    
Application deadline: 30 October 2014

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-pro-
grammes/Nanotech-Japan-Cluster-Mission-2015

10 May - 5 June 2015  
Tokyo, Japan

EUROPEAN COMMISSION-FUNDED PROGRAMME
Training Mission: HRTP 51 Human Ressources Training  
Programme - Japan Industry Insight
Application deadline: 12 February 2015

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-pro-
grammes/HRTP

22 May 2015  
Dublin, Ireland

CONFERENCE
LEAN – Driving Competitiveness Conference

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation, 
Enterprise Ireland, DJEI   
http://www.eu-japan.eu/lean-driving-competi-
tiveness-conference

http://www.exporttojapan.co.uk/event/cns-trade-mission-to-japan
http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/links/events/japan/science_slam_bo
https://www.bccjapan.com/events/2014/11/2014-british-business-awards
http://www.bdc-tokyo.org/en/news/pdf/seminar20141117.pdf
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-programmes/WCM
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-programmes/Nanotech-Japan-Cluster-Mission-2015
http://www.eu-japan.eu/detail-business-programmes/HRTP
http://www.eu-japan.eu/lean-driving-competitiveness-conference
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