
Agenda of the 27th Annual Meeting of the 

 
on Thursday, 16 April 2026 

Brussels Session Tokyo 

 Registration & Welcome coffee  
   

09:15 OPENING REMARKS by the co-Chairs 16:15 

 • Jeremy GROSSAS (BRT Acting Chair – EU-side)  

 • Nobuhiro ENDO (BRT Chair – Japan-side)  
   

09:25 KEYNOTE SPEECHES by the Government of Japan (moderator: J. GROSSAS) 16:25 

 • MOFA keynote – Iwao HORII, State Minister for Foreign Affairs  

 • METI keynote – Toshiro INO, State Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry  

 • MIC keynote – Takuo IMAGAWA, Vice-Minister for International Affairs  
   

09:45 WELCOME SPEECH from the European Commission (moderator: J. GROSSAS) 16:45 

 DG GROW – Kerstin JORNA, Director General  
   

09:50 PANEL DISCUSSION #1 – GLOBAL TRADE 
(moderator: N. ENDO) – 5 min per presentation, 45 minutes of discussion 

16:50 

 • BRT JP-side #1: Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V. – Isao KOYAMA  

 • BRT EU-side #1: European Services Forum – Pascal KERNEIS  

 • BRT JP-side #2: Sumitomo Corporation – Noboru OGASA  

 • BRT EU-side #2: BUSINESSEUROPE – Markus BEYRER  

 • GOJ: MOFA – Takahiro HANADA, Deputy Director-General / Deputy Assistant 
Minister (Ambassador), Economic Affairs Bureau 

 

 • EC: DG TRADE – Stephanie LEUPOLD, Head of Unit – Legal Affairs and 
Dispute Settlement; Acting Director – Multilateral Affairs, Strategy and 
Analysis, Legal Affairs 

 

 Q&A (3 min per intervention) Various  
   

11:15 Coffee break 18:15 
   

11:30 PANEL DISCUSSION #2 – ECONOMIC SECURITY 
(moderator: J. Grossas) – 5 min per presentation, 45 minutes of discussion 

18:30 

 • BRT EU-side #1: DIGITALEUROPE – Lasse HEIDEMANN  

 • BRT JP-side #1: Japan Business Council in Europe – Mikihito SAITO  

 • BRT EU-side #2: Siemens K.K. – Masako IMAMURA  

 • BRT JP-side #2: NEC Corporation – Shigehiro TANAKA  

 • EC: DG CNECT – Roberto VIOLA, Director General  

 • GOJ: METI – Takehiko MATSUO, Vice-Minister for International Affairs  

 Q&A (3 min per intervention) Various  
   



12:45 Lunch 19:45 
   

14:15 WORKING PARTY REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 (moderator: N. Endo) – 7 min presentation & 8 min discussion per WP 

21:15 

 • WP1 Presentation: European Business Council in Japan – Nikolaus BOLTZE  

 • WP1 Discussion: Various  

 • WP2 Presentation: Chugai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. – Osamu NAGAYAMA  

 • WP2 Discussion: Various  

 • WP3 Presentation: Dassault Systèmes K.K. – Grégory ABATE  

 • WP3 Discussion: Various  

 • WP4 Presentation: Cosylab d.d. - Mark PLEŠKO  
& NEC Corporation – Shigehiro TANAKA 

 

 • WP4 Discussion: Various  
   

15:15 PRESENTATION OF THE JOINT RECOMMENDATIONS (5 min each) 22:15 

 • Jeremy GROSSAS (BRT Acting Chair – EU-side)  

 • Nobuhiro ENDO (BRT Chair – Japan-side)  
   

15:25 Coffee break 22:25 
   

15:45 PANEL DISCUSSION #3 – INDUSTRIAL COMPETITIVENESS 
(moderator: J. Grossas) – 5 min per presentation, 45 minutes of discussion 

22:45 

 • BRT EU-side #1: Dassault Systèmes – Grégory ABATE  

 • BRT JP-side #1: Hitachi, Ltd. – Hirohide HIRAI  

 • BRT EU-side #2: Cosylab d.d. – Mark PLEŠKO  

 • BRT JP-side #2: Toray Industries, Inc. – Osamu TSUNEKI  

 • EC: DG GROW – Kerstin JORNA, Director General  

 • GOJ: METI – Fumiaki EBIHARA,  
Special Advisor to the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 

 

 Q&A (3 min per intervention) Various  
   

17:00 DEFENCE TASK FORCE REPORT (moderator: N. ENDO) – 15 minutes 00:00 

 • TF Presentation: MHI – Osamu USUI & thyssenkrupp AG – Nikolaus BOLTZE   
   

17:15 REMARKS BY THE AMBASSADORS (moderator: J. GROSSAS) – 5 minutes each 00:15 

 • Kazutoshi AIKAWA, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of Japan to 
the European Union, Mission of Japan to the EU 

 

 • Jean-Eric PAQUET, Ambassador of the EU to Japan,  
Delegation of the EU to Japan 

 

   

17:25 CLOSING REMARKS by the co-Chairs (moderator: N. ENDO) 00:25 

 • Jeremy GROSSAS (BRT Acting Chair – EU-side)  

 • Nobuhiro ENDO (BRT Chair – Japan-side)  
   

17:40 POST-EVENT EU-JAPAN HIGH-LEVEL BUSINESS NETWORKING RECEPTION  



Hosted by EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation and Japan Machinery Center 
for Trade & Investment, it will bring together participants from the BRT, EU-Japan 
Bioeconomy Working Group and the EU-Japan Defence Industrial Dialogue. 

 


