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FOREST PRODUCTS

PRELIMINARY REMARKS
•	 The aim of these Factsheet is to explain to EU exporters of forest products, the market 

access opportunities offered by the EU-Japan Agreement for an Economic Partnership 
(EPA) as well as, in a brief overview, the relevant Rules of Origin.

•	 As regards product specification, only the Harmonised System (HS) code system at six-
digit level, or the Japanese nomenclature at nine-digit level have been used. For detailed 
description of the Japanese nomenclature, reference is made to the Japanese Schedule in 
the Agreement.

•	 In the Japanese Schedule, a fiscal year (FY) means the period between 1 April of 
one year and 31 March of the next year. As the Agreement has entered into force on 1 
February 2019, the first year was the period between 1 February 2019 and 31 March 2019.

•	 All quantities are expressed in metric tonnes (t), unless stated otherwise.
•	 The complete text of the EPA, and annexes, incorporating the Schedule of Japan, can be found 

on the following website of the European Commission: https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/
index.cfm?id=1684. Japan’s tariff Schedule is in Annex 2-A-4; “Notes for the Schedule of 
Japan” can be found in Annex 2-A-3. These Notes explain inter alia the various types of 
concessions.
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COVERAGE
This Factsheet covers the following products:

• HS Chapter 44: Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal.
• HS Chapter 45: Cork and articles of Cork
• HS Chapter 46: Manufactures of straw, of esparto or of other plaiting 
materials; basket-ware and wickerwork
• HS Chapter 47: Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; 
recovered (waste and scrap) paper or paperboard.
• HS Chapter 48: Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of 
paper or of paperboard
• HS Chapter 49: Printed books, newspapers, pictures and other 
products of the printing industry; manuscripts, typescripts and 
plans

1. MARKET ACCESS

1.1.	 IN A NUTSHELL

• All the products covered by this Factsheet are, or will be liberalised over time.  One can distinguish three different 
categories of liberalisation:

a)  Products which already had duty-free access in Japan before the entering into force of the EPA;
b)  Products whose tariffs were eliminated as an EPA concession at the entry into force of this Agreement on 1 
February 2019, and
c)  Products whose tariffs were reduced as an EPA concession at the entry into force of this Agreement, and 
which will be further phased to zero over a period of time.

• The Schedule of the EPA only lists products which were not liberalised at the entry into force of the EPA. Products 
which had already duty-free access in Japan before the EPA entered into force (above point a) or which have 
been liberalised at the entry into force of the Agreement (above point b), are therefore not listed in the EPA 
Schedule. 

• The complete list of all products, together with the base rates and applied tariffs under the EPA, including those with 
duty free access, can be found on the website of the Japanese Customs: http://www.customs.go.jp/english/tariff/2019_4/
data/e_50.htm. Caution: updates are published regularly with the preferential tariffs of the relevant fiscal year.
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1.2.	 DIFFERENT TYPES OF EPA PREFERENCE FOR EU FORESTRY PRODUCTS 
EXPORTED TO JAPAN

TYPE CATEGORY 
IN JAPAN’S 
SCHEDULE DESCRIPTION

Immediate liberalisation A

The base rate[1] currently applied by Japan is eliminated at the entry 
into force (EIF) of the Agreement.
Most of those tariff lines having duty free access at the EIF of the 
Agreement are not listed in the EPA tariff Schedule of Japan. 

Duty elimination spread over 
a period

B Gradual elimination of the base rate over a period of time.
The zero duty will be applied in subsequent years.

1.3.	 DETAILED MARKET ACCESS CONCESSIONS

1.3.1. Chapter 44: Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal.

- All Chapter 44 products already had either a duty-free MFN base rate, or were liberalised at the EIF of the 
Agreement, or will be duty free over a period of time (7 or 10 years after the EIF).

- All products classified under Headings 44.01 to 44.06, 44.08, 44.11, 44.13, 44.14, 44.15, 44.17, 44.19, 44.20 
and 44.21 are duty free (liberalised under the EPA, or already duty free at MFN level). These products are:

• HS 44.01: Fuel wood, in logs, in billets, in twigs, in faggots or in similar forms; wood in chips or particles; 
sawdust and wood waste and scrap, whether or not agglomerated in logs, briquettes, pellets or similar forms.

• HS 44.02: Wood charcoal (including shell or nut charcoal), whether or not agglomerated

• HS 44.03: Wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or sapwood, or roughly squared.

• HS 44.04: Hoopwood; split poles; piles, pickets and stakes of wood, pointed but not sawn lengthwise; wooden 
sticks, roughly trimmed but not turned, bent or otherwise worked, suitable for the manufacture of walking 
-sticks, umbrellas, tool handles or the like; chipwood and the like.

• HS 44.05: Wood wool; wood flour.

• HS 44.06: Railway or tramway sleepers (cross-ties) of wood.

• HS 44.08: Sheets for veneering (including those obtained by slicing laminated wood), for plywood or for similar 
laminated wood and other wood, sawn lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded, spliced or 
end-jointed, of a thickness not exceeding 6 mm.

• HS 44.11: Fibreboard of wood or other ligneous materials, whether or not bonded with resins or other organic substances.

• HS 44.13: Densified wood, in blocks, plates, strips or profile shapes.

• HS 44.14: Wooden frames for paintings, photographs, mirrors or similar objects.

• HS 44.15: Packing cases, boxes, crates, drums and similar packings, of wood; cable-drums of wood; 
pallets, box pallets and other load boards, of wood; pallet collars of wood.

[1]	 Base rate” means the starting point of elimination or reduction of customs duties. It is Japan’s Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) rate as scheduled in the WTO. 
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• HS 44.17: Tools, tool bodies, tool handles, broom or brush bodies and handles, of wood; boot or shoe 
lasts and trees, of wood.

• HS 44.19: Tableware and kitchenware, of wood.

• HS 44.20: Wood marquetry and inlaid wood; caskets and cases for jewellery or cutlery, and similar articles, of 
wood; statuettes and other ornaments, of wood; wooden articles of furniture not falling in Chapter 94.

• HS 44.21: Other articles of wood.

- The following Headings contain tariff lines which either were already duty free or have been liberalised at 
the EIF of the Agreement or which will be gradually liberalised in 7 years (see below table).

• HS 44.07: Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, 
of a thickness exceeding 6 mm,

• HS 44.09: Wood (including strips and friezes for parquet flooring, not assembled) continuously shaped (tongued, 
grooved, rebated, chamfered, V-jointed, beaded, moulded, rounded or the like) along any of its edges, ends or 
faces, whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed,

• HS 44.10: Particle board, oriented strand board (OSB) and similar board (for example, waferboard) of wood or 
other ligneous materials, whether or not agglomerated with resins or other organic binding substances,

• HS 44.16: Casks, barrels, vats, tubs and other coopers’ products and parts thereof, of wood, including staves, and

• HS 44.18: Builders’ joinery and carpentry of wood, including cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes.

http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk


 Page 5

This document has been prepared with the sole purpose of simplifying the understanding of some parts of the EU-Japan EPA and bears no legal standing.

www.eu-japan.eu/epa-helpdesk

EU-Japan EPA FACTSHEET

Forest Products

Of these Headings, the following tariff lines will be liberalised over a period of 7 years (all the other tariff 
lines enter duty free):

CODE LABEL 
MFN 
BASE 
RATE

FY 
2019 [2] 

FY 
2020

FY 
2021

FY 
2022

FY 
2023

FY 
2024

FY 
2028

440711.110
Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, 
whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a 
thickness exceeding 6 mm – Coniferous, of pine, not 
more than 160 mm in thickness – planed or sanded

4.8% 3.6% 3.0% 2.4% 1.8% 1.2% 0.6% Free

440711.190

Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, 
whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a 
thickness exceeding 6 mm – Coniferous, of pine, not 
more than 160 mm in thickness – other than planed 
or sanded

4.8% 3.6% 3.0% 2.4% 1.8% 1.2% 0.6% Free

440712.110

Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, 
whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a 
thickness exceeding 6 mm – Coniferous, of fir, and 
spruce, not more than 160 mm in thickness (other 
than California red fir, grand fir, noble fir, pacific silver 
fir or Stitka spruce) – planed or sanded

4.8% 3.6% 3.0% 2.4% 1.8% 1.2% 0.6% Free

440712.190

Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, 
whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a 
thickness exceeding 6 mm – Coniferous, of fir, and 
spruce, not more than 160 mm in thickness (other 
than California red fir, grand fir, noble fir, pacific silver 
fir or Stitka spruce) – other than planed or sanded

4.8% 3.6% 3.0% 2.4% 1.8% 1.2% 0.6% Free

440910.200

Wood (including strips and friezes for parquet 
flooring, not assembled) continuously shaped 
(tongued, grooved, rebated, chamfered, V-jointed, 
beaded, moulded, rounded or the like) along any 
of its edges, ends or faces, whether or not planed, 
sanded or end-jointed – Coniferous – Beadings and 
mouldings

3.6% 2.7% 2.3% 1.8% 1.4% 0.9% 0.5% Free

440910.310

Wood (including strips and friezes for parquet 
flooring, not assembled) continuously shaped 
(tongued, grooved, rebated, chamfered, V-jointed, 
beaded, moulded, rounded or the like) along any 
of its edges, ends or faces, whether or not planed, 
sanded or end-jointed – Coniferous – other than 
drawn wood and beadings and mouldings – of Pinus 
spp., Abies spp. (other than California red fir, grand fir, 
noble fir and Pacific silver fir), Picea spp. (other than 
Sitka spruce) and Larix spp., not more than 160mm in 
thickness

5% 3.8% 3.1% 2.5% 1.9% 1.3% 0.6% Free

441011.110 Wooden particle board, in sheets or in boards, 
unworked or not further worked than sanded 6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free

441011.120 Wooden particle board, in sheets or in boards, surface 
covered with melamine-impregnated paper 6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free

441011.190 Wooden particle board, in sheets or in boards, other 6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free

441011.900 Wooden particle board, other than in sheets or in 
boards 5% 3.8% 3.1% 2.5% 1.9% 1.3% 0.6% Free

441012.110 Orientated strand board (OSB) – in sheets or in boards 
– unworked or not further than sanded 6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free

441012.190 Orientated strand board (OSB) – in sheets or in boards 
– other than unworked or not further than sanded 6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free

[2]	 From 1/4/2019 till 31/3/2020
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CODE LABEL 
MFN 
BASE 
RATE

FY 
2019 [2] 

FY 
2020

FY 
2021

FY 
2022

FY 
2023

FY 
2024

FY 
2028

441012.900 Orientated strand board (OSB) – other than in sheets 
or in boards 5% 3.8% 3.1% 2.5% 1.9% 1.3% 0.6% Free

441600.000 Casks, barrels, vats, tubs and other coopers' products 
and parts thereof, of wood, including staves. 2.2% 1.7% 1.4% 1.1% 0.8% 0.6% 0.3% Free

441860.000
Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes – posts and beams.

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441891.291

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes – other, of bamboo, other 
than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu and 
Tokobashira, structural laminated lumber.

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441891.299

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes – other, of bamboo, other than 
structural laminated lumber, other than cellular wood 
panels, other than Tategu and Tokobashira, other 
than structural laminated lumber. 

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441899.231

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes, other, other than of bamboo, 
other than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu 
and Transom, structural laminated lumber, - with a 
shorter side (width) of cross-section of not less than 
15 cm in length and with a cross-sectional area of 
not less than 300 cm2; of non-rectangular and non-
square cross-section 

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441899.232

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes, other, other than of bamboo, 
other than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu 
and Transom, structural laminated lumber, -.with a 
short side (width) of cross-section of not less than 7.5 
cm in length and with a long side (depth) of cross-
section of not less than 15 cm in length (other than 
those of 4418.99-231)

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441899.239

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes, other, other than of bamboo, 
other than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu 
and Transom, structural laminated lumber, other

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441899.291

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes, other, other than of bamboo, 
other than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu 
and Transom, other than structural laminated lumber, 
cross laminated timber (CLT)

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free

441899.299

Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, including 
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, 
shingles and shakes, other, other than of bamboo, 
other than cellular wood panels, other than Tategu 
and Transom, other than structural laminated lumber, 
other than cross laminated timber (CLT).

3.9% 2.9% 2.4% 2.0% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% Free
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- Heading 44.12 products (Plywood, veneered panels and similar laminated woods)

• Of Bamboo (HS4412.10)

- All these products will be gradually liberalised in 10 years, except:
• Other than plywood consisting solely of sheets of wood, each ply not exceeding 6 mm thickness. 
These products[3] have duty free access since the EIF of the Agreement.

• Other plywood, consisting solely of sheets of wood (other than bamboo), each ply not exceeding 6 mm 
of thickness

- With at least one outer ply of tropical wood (HS 4412.31).
• Duties of these products will be gradually liberalised over 7 or 10 years.

- Other, with at least one outer ply of non-coniferous wood of the species alder (Alnus spp.), ash 
(Fraxinus spp.), beech (Fagus spp.), birch (Betula spp.), cherry (Prunus spp.), chestnut (Castanea spp.), 
elm (Ulmus spp.), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus spp.), hickory (Carya spp.), horse chestnut (Aesculus spp.), 
lime (Tilia spp.), maple (Acer spp.), oak (Quercus spp.), plane tree (Platanus spp.), poplar and aspen 
(Populus spp.), robinia (Robinia spp.), tulipwood (Liriodendron spp.) or walnut (Juglans spp.) (HS 
4412.33)

• Duties of these products will be gradually liberalised over 7 to 10 years. 

- Other, with at least one outer ply of non-coniferous wood not specified under subheading 4412.33 
(HS 4412.34)

• Duties of these products will be gradually liberalised over 7 to 10 years.

- Other, with both outer plies of coniferous wood (HS 4412.39)
• Duties of these products will be gradually liberalised over 7 to 10 years.

• Other

- Blackboard, laminboard and battenboard (HS 4412.94)
• Duties of these products have been eliminated at the EIF of the Agreement.

- Other (HS 4412.99)
• Products with at least one ply of tropical wood, or with at least one outer ply of non-coniferous wood, 
have been liberalised at the EIF of the Agreement (tariff lines 441299.120, 441299.130, 441299.920 and 
441299.930).
• Other products have tariffs which will be gradually liberalised in periods between 7 years (tariff line 
441299.190) and 10 years (tariff line 441299.990).

[3]	 These products are 441210.910 and 441210.990.
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• A few examples of Heading 44.12 products with duty phasing out:

CODE LABEL 
MFN 
BASE 
RATE

FY 
2019[4] 

FY 
2020

FY 
2021

FY 
2022

FY 
2023

FY 
2024

FY 
2028

FY 
2029

FY 
2030

FY 
2031

FY 
2032

441210.111

Plywood, of bamboo, plywood consisting solely 
of sheets of wood, each ply not exceeding 6 
mm thickness, with at least one outer ply of 
Dark Red Meranti, Light Red Meranti, White 
Lauan, Sipo, Limba, Okoume, Obeche, Acajou 
d'Afrique, Sapelli, Virola, Mahogany (Swietenia 
spp.), Palissandre de Para, Palissandre de Rio, 
Palissandre de Rose, varnished, printed, grooved 
overlaid or similarly surface-worked, tongued, 
grooved or similarly works on one or both sides

10% 8.2% 7.3% 6.4% 5.5% 4.5% 3.6% 2.7% 1.8% 0.9% Free Free

441210.199

Plywood, of bamboo, plywood consisting solely 
of sheets of wood, each ply not exceeding 6 mm 
thickness, with at least one outer ply of Dark Red 
Meranti, Light Red Meranti, White Lauan, Sipo, 
Limba, Okoume, Obeche, Acajou d'Afrique, Sapelli, 
Virola, Mahogany (Swietenia spp.), Palissandre de 
Para, Palissandre de Rio, Palissandre de Rose, other 
than varnished, printed, grooved, overlaid or similarly 
surface-worked, not less than 6mm in thickness.

8.5% 7.0% 6.2% 5.4% 4.6% 3.9% 3.1% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free Free

441231.111

Other plywood, consisting solely of sheets 
of wood (other than bamboo), each ply not 
exceeding 6 mm thickness , with at least one 
outer ply of tropical wood, , with at least one outer 
ply of Dark Red Meranti, Light Red Meranti, White 
Lauan, Sipo, Limba, Okoume, Obeche, Acajou 
d'Afrique, Sapelli, Virola, Mahogany (Swietenia 
spp.), Palissandre de Para, Palissandre de Rio, 
Palissandre de Rose, varnished, grooved, overlaid 
or printed or similarly surface-worked, tongued, 
grooved or similarly works on one or both sides

10% 8.2% 7.3% 6.4% 5.5% 4.5% 3.6% 2.7% 1.8% 0.9% Free Free

441239.110

Other plywood, consisting solely of sheets of wood 
(other than bamboo), each ply not exceeding 
6 mm thickness, other, with both outer plies of 
coniferous wood, varnished, printed, grooved, 
overlaid or similarly surface-worked, tongued, 
grooved or similarly works on one or both sides

6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free Free Free Free Free

441239.992

Other plywood, consisting solely of sheets of wood 
(other than bamboo), each ply not exceeding 6 mm 
thickness, other, with both outer plies of coniferous wood 
– other than varnished, printed, grooved, overlaid or 
similarly surfaced worked, not less than 12 mm thickness

6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free Free Free Free Free

441299.190
Plywood, other than blockboard, laminboard and 
battenboard, laminated lumber, other than with 
at least one ply of tropical wood

6% 4.5% 3.8% 3.0% 2.3% 1.5% 0.8% Free Free Free Free Free

1.3.2. Remaining Chapters related to Forest Products

- HS Chapter 45: Cork and articles of Cork
• All these products already had zero base rate duties at MFN level before the EIF of the Agreement.

- HS Chapter 46: Manufactures of straw, of esparto or of other plaiting materials; basket-ware and wickerwork
• Duties of these products have been liberalised at the EIF of the Agreement.

- HS Chapter 47: Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste and scrap) paper or paperboard
• All these products already had zero base rate duties at MFN level before the EIF of the Agreement.

- HS Chapter 48: Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of paper or of paperboard
• All these products already had zero base rate duties at MFN level before the EIF of the Agreement.

- HS Chapter 49: Printed books, newspapers, pictures and other products of the printing industry; 
manuscripts, typescripts and plans

• All these products already had zero base rate duties at MFN level before the EIF of the Agreement.

[4]	 From 1/4/2019 till 31/3/2020.
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2. RULES OF ORIGIN
2.1.	 GENERAL

• To benefit from EPA preferential tariff rates, the product 
needs to be originating in Japan or the EU. In order to be 
considered ‘originating’, the product needs to comply 
with the provisions “Rules of Origin” of Chapter 3 Section 
A and the Product Specific Rules – PSR - (Annexes 3-A, 3-B, 
Appendix 3-B-1) of the Agreement.[5]

• A product shall be considered as ‘originating’ in the 
other Party if:

- Wholly obtained or produced products as 
provided for in Art. 3.3 of the Agreement;

- Products produced exclusively from materials 
originating in the Party (EU or Japan);

- Products produced using non-originating 
materials, provided they satisfy all applicable 
requirements of Annex 3-B (PSR).

- The Chapter 3 Section A includes provisions 
allowing more flexibility to comply with these 
Product Specific rules (tolerance, bilateral full 
cumulation, absorption rule etc.).

- Chapter 3 Section B (“Origin procedures”) of the 
EPA sets out the procedures to claim preferential 
treatment.  The EPA is based on the self-
certification system, therefore the EU or Japanese 
exporters self-certify that the product is originating 
by making a statement on origin in line with 
Chapter 3, Section A including its Annex 3-D (“Text 
of the statement on origin” – can be found on 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/august/
tradoc_157231.pdf#page=149). Moreover, the EPA 
gives for the first time a possibility for the importers 
to claim preferential tariff treatment on the basis of 
‘importer’s knowledge’, which contributes to trade 
facilitation for the related companies.

[5]	 More information can be found on the following websites: 
European Commission (DG TRADE): http://madb.europa.eu/madb/
viewPageIFPubli.htm?doc=ppo&hscode=0402&countryid=JP
Japan’s Customs: http://www.customs.go.jp/english/c-answer_e/
imtsukan/1524_e.htm

- Annex 3-A contains Introductory Notes to 
Annex 3-B (the Product Specific Rules of Origin).

- It includes a number of definitions, including the 
below listed:

∙ “Chapter” means the first two-digits in 
the tariff classification number under the 
Harmonized System; 

∙ “Heading” means the first four-digits in 
the tariff classification number under the 
Harmonized System; 
∙ “Subheading” means the first six-digits 
in the tariff classification number under the 
Harmonized System;
∙ “Wholly obtained”: EU/JPN origin is required. 

∙ “CC (Change of Chapter)” means than 
non-(EU/JPN) originating materials (imported 
from non-contracting parties) may be used 
in the production of the goods concerned, 
if these materials are classified under 
another tariff chapter of the goods in the HS 
classification system (at 2-digit level).

∙ “CTH (Change of Tariff Heading)” means that 
non-(EU/JPN) originating materials (imported 
from non-contracting parties) may be used in 
the production of the goods concerned, if these 
materials are classified under another tariff 
heading of the goods in the HS classification 
system (at 4-digit level).

∙ “CTSH (Change of Tariff Sub-Heading)” means 
that non-(EU) originating materials (imported 
from non-contracting parties) may be used in the 
production of the goods concerned, if these materials 
are classified under another tariff sub-heading of the 
goods in the HS classification system (at 6-digit level).

∙ MaxNOM: means the maximum value of non-
originating materials expressed as a percentage.

∙ RVC: means the minimum regional value content of 
a product, expressed as a percentage.
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• Product Specific Rules of Origin (PSR) are laid down in 
Annex 3-B of the Agreement. This annex sets out (per 4 or 
6-digit tariff heading) the requirements to be originating. 
Further to the three conditions specified under the above 
2nd indent, these requirements can be:

- a change in tariff classification,
- a production process,
- a maximum value of non-originating materials, 
or a minimum regional value content, or 
- any other requirement specified in Annex 
3-A and in Annex 3-B (PSR).

2.2.	 SPECIFIC RULES AS REGARDS 
FOREST PRODUCTS

For all the related Chapters 44 to 49 the PSR rule is 
either:

CC except from Chapter 14 (Headings 4601.29, 460194 
– Plaits and similar products,other than of bamboo or of 
rattan), and 4602.19 – Basketwork, wickerwork and other 
articles – of vegetable materials, other than of bamboo 
or of rattan), meaning that non- (EU/ Japan) originating 
materials, i.e. imported from non-contracting Parties, 
can be used in the production of these goods if these 
materials are classified under a Chapter other than the 
produced good, except from Chapter 14 (Vegetable 
plaiting materials).

or, for all other tariff lines:

CTH or MaxNOM 50% (EXW) or RVC 55% (FOB), 
meaning that non- (EU/Japan) originating materials, i.e. 
imported from non-contracting Parties, can be used 
in the production of these goods if these materials are 
classified under a Heading other than the produced 
good, or that the value of the non-originating materials 
represents not more than 50% of the value (Ex-works 
price - EXW) of the produced good, or that the product 
includes at least 55% of (EU-Japan) originating content in 
value (FOB).

More information on RoO can be found in the relevant 
Factsheet and Guidelines, published on the website of the 
EU-Japan Centre.
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DISCLAIMER

The Report has been prepared with the sole purpose of clarifying and simplifying the 
understanding of some parts of the EU-Japan EPA related to forest products, and bear therefore 
no legal standing. While utmost care was taken in the preparation of the report, the author, the 
EU-Japan Centre, and the European Commission cannot be held responsible for any error or 
omission. This report does not constitute legal advice in terms of business development cases. As 
a result, only the legal text and annexes of the EU-Japan EPA, as well as relevant legislation in the 
EU and Japan prevail.  The Report reflects the view of the author who cannot be held responsible 
for any use which may be made of the information contained herein.

http://EU-Japan.eu/
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk
http://EU-Japan.eu/EPA-Helpdesk

