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Opening remarks 
Welcome and Introduction

Manuel Hubert 
EU-Side Managing Director 

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation



Section 1: Why the EU? IP as a Gateway to Secure 
Investment

Francisco Miranda De Sousa
Marketing Specialist 

Business Development Department, EUIPO





Register EUTM, EUD and 

Craft and Industrial GIs

Managing EU trade marks, 

registered Community designs and 

(NEW*) Craft and Industrial 

Geographical Indications ▪ Provide information

▪ Create tools and resources to 

enhance the fight against IP 

infringement

▪ Raise awareness of the 

importance of IP and the 

negative effects of 

counterfeiting and piracy

▪ Promotion of IP policies 

worldwide, on behalf of the 

EU

▪ Promotion of practices and 

tools

▪ TMview: 132 Million trade 

marks, 79 IP Offices 

▪ DesignView: > 20 Million 

designs, 75 IP Offices

▪ 99.9 % of trade mark 

applications filed online

▪ Craft and Industrial GI 

registration to start in 2025

Cooperation

Collaboration with Member 

State IP offices and international 

partners

Observatory

Improve public understanding 

of IP rights and their 

infringements
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Why IP protection in the EU matters

IP as a business asset02#two

01#one

Risk mitigation03#three



Why IP in the EU matters01#one



€63.8 bn worth of imports to the EU

€21.8 billion worth of EU imports from 

Japan

Electronics, automotive, consumer/luxury 

brands

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en


ElectronicsHome Goods

Accesories
Seiko

MCE Milan

Panasonic

Muji

Clothing
UNIQLO

Cosmetics
Shiseido

MWC BCN
Japan

Pavilion



largest economy

countries 

consumers

3rd 

27

450M 

high income*75M 

*ESADE Business & Law School. (2024). The EU miracle: When 75 million reach high income. 



93%
60%

Report positive impact

Improved reputation/image

EU SMEs that own IP Rights perform better than does who do not*

Higher revenue per employee**68%

*EUIPO-EPO Firm-level analysis report

**Intellectual property (IP) SME scoreboard



IP as a business asset02#two



Skin#Design

Voice#Branding

Patent – invention

  

Soul#technology

Design – appearance 

Trade mark – name, logo



The EU trade mark and the EU design is a centralised 

system

Gives unitary protection in all the 27 Member 
States of the EU



application 

set of fees in € 

set of procedures 

FAST TRACK: Online e-filing

10 years protection 

indefinite renewal

5 years protection

25-year renewal

EUTM (trade mark)

EUD (design)



National protection

Registering in the EU

Madrid & Hague system 

+24 countries

European Union protection 



Trade Mark 
850€     

151,785 JP¥

Design
350€  

62,500 JP¥

10 years protection 

indefinite renewal

5 years protection

25-year renewal

Starting fees



Fast Track Publication

Fast Track Registration

EUIPO Customer Service Charter

Standard Track Publication

Standard Track Registration

Fast Track Registrations

Standard Track Registration

Trade Marks Designs



Risk mitigation03#three



SEARCH AVAILABILITY USING TMVIEW





1 in 5 

EU trade mark applications 

face an opposition



EUIPO Mediation Services

70% settlement rate 

80% user satisfaction

+No cost

+Confidential

+One proceeding vs 27

+IP rights (copyright, domain names, patents)

+Mediators IP experts

+Multilingual



Section 2: Trade Marks in the EU –

 Protecting Your Brand

Ms Marianna Kondas

Project Leader, EU-Japan IP Action 



What is an EU trade mark?

25

• Dual system with EU national marks and designs

• EUTM: Application in any of the EU languages

• Madrid Protocol available for international filing

• Japan 17th largest filer of EUTMs & IRs designating EU 

(2,512) 1,3% of total trade mark filings (2025).



Filing Process

• 99% e-filing – User Area

• For filing of applications no representative is needed

• Harmonised database of pre-accepted classification terms – 
fast track

• Examination of Absolute Grounds for refusal (no Relative 
Grounds but AI-powered screening tool)

 

26



Examination:

• Distinctiveness

• Deceptiveness

• Shape of a product

• Public policy

• Geographical Indications

• Protected elements



+ Oppositions must be filed within 3 mo. of publication date

+ Deadline is strict and non-extendable 

+ Fee is €320

Admissibility Check (~1-2 Months)

+ Cooling-Off Period (2 Months) 

+ Window to negotiate amicable settlement

+ Can be extended up to 24 mo. upon joint request

Adversarial Stage (2 + 2 + 2)

+ Opponent submits facts and evidence (2 mo.)

Applicant (your client) files a reply and/or requests 

+ Proof of Use (2 mo.)

+ Opponent replies to applicant's observations (2 mo.)

+ Decision: 2 to 6 months



No confusion 

Confusion

Confusion



• Predictable opposition/invalidity procedures

• Quality: 91% User Satisfaction. User involvement with Stakeholder Quality 
Assurance Panels (SQAP 2025).

• Strong Legal Framework: comprehensive and centralized system for managing 
oppositions, cancellations, and appeals  or invalidity decisions. 85% 
confirmation rate of BoA decisions at General Court (2025).

Enforcement and strategy

30



Enforcement: 

31



IP Enforcement Portal (IPEP)

IPEP is a free of charge, secure platform enabling real-time exchange of 

information between right holders and enforcement authorities

Right holders enter product, IPR and 

contact information

Enforcers access information with one 

single search

Rights holder are authenticated and IPR 

information validated

Notifications
AFAs, Alerts



Approximately 112 million counterfeit items were 

detained in the European Union in 2024 with their 

estimated value being over EUR 3.8 billion.
33



• Representative requirement for proceedings

• Monitoring for opposition and enforcement

• Use requirement – one Member State is enough

• Licensing and franchise agreements

34

Pitfalls to avoid



A Japanese company started business discussions in the EU without 
registering its trade mark.

A competitor files the same name as a trade mark in the EU.

Best practice: register first

Case study

35



More information

36
https://internationalipcooperation.eu/en/eu-japan-ipa/ip-resources 

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/en/eu-japan-ipa/ip-resources
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Break



Section 3: 
Desings in the EU – Safeguarding Innovation

Alfonso CID



IS A DESIGN



EXTERNAL 

APPEARANCE













IMPACT 





VISUAL











FACT



EXAMPLE



THAI LAND





A B



INVESTMENT



PROTECT



BASIC

DESIGNS
INVESTMENT

BENEFITS





000057534-0001

https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000057534-0001
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000057534-0001
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000057534-0001










$5 MILLION
LAST YEAR



REGISTRATION



WHY SHOULD I?



SECURE 
MARKET 
ENTRY



449 M
CONSUMERS



SEVERAL 

OPTIONS:



DURATION



74





76

PROTECTION

DESIGN

25 Years

3 Years

Registered
Unregistered
Grace Period



SCOPE



REGISTERED 

DESIGN

COPIES

INDEPENDENT

USE



UNREGISTERED 

DESIGN

EXACT COPIES



80

ALTERNATIVE  

COMBINATION



TERRITORY



82

NATIONAL 

REGIONAL

EUROPEAN UNION

INTERNATIONAL



STRATEGY
▪ NATIONAL – e.g. Sweden

▪ REGIONAL – e.g. BOIP

▪ EUROPAN UNION – EUIPO
 
▪ INTERNATIONAL – WIPO







SINGLE 
FILING





ONLINE
MARKETPLACE





EASY
SIMPLE

FAST
FLEXIBLE



DEFERRED PUBLICATION



COST-
EFFECTIVE



BUSINESS ASSET

TRANSFERLICENSESALE



ENFORCEMENT
OPTIONS



REGISTERED 

DESIGN

COPIES

INDEPENDENT

USE



PRINTING



GOODS IN

TRANSIT







D



D

D



VISIBILITY



DesignEuropa

AWARDS



TO REGISTER



LET’S

START!



A DESIGN

NEW

1 YEAR TO REGISTER

INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER



PRODUCT INDICATION

APPLICANT

APPLICANT

REPRESENTATION

FEE



SINGLE APPLICATION

MULTIPLE 

APPLICATION

OR



UNITY OF CLASS

REQUIREMENT





DATE OF FILING

PRIORITY

OR



PUBLICATION

DEFERMENT

OR



SUBMIT!



FILING

MATTER OF 

MINUTES



REGISTRATION

MATTER OF 

DAYS



EU DESIGN APPLICATION



ERRORS: 



Non-neutral 

background



119Different designs



120
Additional elements

สวัสด ี
กรุงเทพฯ!

5 cm

1
0

 cm



121
Magnified views



122
Bad quality



123



DESCRIPTION

CLASSIFICATION

VISUAL



PHOTOS

VIDEOS

OR

OR

3D







128



129



130

PATTERNS





132









136



GUI



138



139

NOVELTY 

INDIVIDUAL 

CHARACTER





141





/ ANIMATION 

/ TRANSITION 

/ MOVEMENT

TECHNOLOGY 



FORMATS













015062362-0002 

https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/


000740774-0001

https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000740774-0001
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000740774-0001
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/000740774-0001






"PRODUCT" includes:

• Physical designs

• Non-physical (digital) designs

• Graphical user interfaces (GUIs)

• Product arrangements in spaces

• Sets of articles

• Graphic works or symbols

• Logos

• Surface patterns

• Packaging 

“FEATURES" includes:

• Lines

• Contours

• Colours

• Shape

• Texture

• Materials

• Animation

• Transitions

• Movement







Section 4: Patents in the EU – Securing Tech 
Leadership

Mr John Beatty, Director Procedural Guidance and 
Registers, European Patent Office 



Section 4: Patents in the EU – Securing Tech 

Leadership

Mr John Beatty, Director Procedural Guidance and 

Registers, European Patent Office 
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JAPANESE BUSINESS EXECUTIVES

UPDATE ON THE UNITARY PATENT
JOHN BEATTY | DIRECTOR – PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE AND REGISTERS | 15 SEPTEMBER 2026 I VERSION: 001
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THE EPO

▪ As the patent office for Europe, we deliver services defined 

under the European Patent Convention (EPC)

▪ The EPC provides legal framework in 40 Member States, 

based on a single application in either English, French or 

German (the three official languages)

We are:

The second largest intergovernmental institution in 

Europe

Not an EU institution

Self-financing 

▪ The EPO has offices at five different locations, with its 

headquarters in Munich   160

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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BENEFITS OF PATENTING

161

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

▪ Protect investment in research and development.

▪ Strengthen access to funding and support business growth.

▪ Facilitate licensing, technology transfer and collaboration.

▪ Signal technological capability and international ambition.

▪ Published patent information supports innovation and informed business decisions.



epo.org
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THE UNITARY PATENT SYSTEM

UNITARY PATENT

◼ Based on European patent granted by 

the EPO

◼ Request for unitary effect with the EPO

◼ Registered if all requirements are met

UNIFIED PATENT COURT

◼  Uniform and harmonized 

jurisprudence in Europe

◼ First instance: central division in Paris 

(+ Munich / Milan) and local or 

regional divisions

◼ Court of Appeal in Luxembourg

◼ So far 18 states: AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE, FI, FR, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT, RO, SE, SI

◼ 350 million consumers, 80% of EU economy, includes Japan’s five largest EU export markets

◼ UPC Agreement still to be ratified by 7 states from the EU: CY, CZ, GR, HU, IE, PL, SK

◼ 2 EU states are not part of the enhanced cooperation: ES, HR

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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UNITARY PATENT: NOW A STANDARD OPTION

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

163

Continued growth in 2026 with total 

requests reaching 100 000 in July 

2026

f

11% of European patents 

registered with unitary effect by 

Japanese proprietors in 2026

f

30% of European patents 

registered with unitary effect 

globally in 2026

f
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UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

Cost-efficiency Legal certainty Transparency

EFFECTIVE AND RELIABLE PATENT PROTECTION IN EUROPE

▪ UP Register records key details 

on Unitary Patents including 

licences and intentions to licence

▪ UP Dashboard provides statistics 

on use and trends on a daily 

basis

▪ Deep Tech Finder provides 

insights regarding the patent 

strategy of micro-entities and 

SMEs in Europe

▪ UPC as a single jurisdiction 

provides predictability, consistent 

enforcement and legal certainty 

(court made up of multinational 

panels with legally and 

technically qualified judges).

▪ Patent Mediation and Arbitration 

Centre provides confidential out-of-

court dispute resolution options.

▪ UP Guidelines provide guidance on 

the practice and procedure for 

Unitary Patent protection ensuring 

consistency

▪ Unitary effect requires only a 

simple request after grant, with 

no filing fee

▪ UP fee savings: Coverage in 18 

countries for the price of the four 

where European patents are 

validated most often

▪ EPO as one-stop shop — one 

patent, 18 countries, lower admin, 

translation, publication and agent 

costs.

https://register.epo.org/regviewer
https://register.epo.org/regviewer
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/observatory-patents-and-technology/observatory-tools/deep-tech-finder
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/observatory-patents-and-technology/observatory-tools/deep-tech-finder
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en
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OVERALL TOTAL COST

Unitary Patent

(protection in 18 countries)

Classic EP (EP) validated and 

maintained in 18 UP countries

Total cost up to year 10
€7 627

¥1 415 228

€55 110

¥10 225 936

Total cost up to year 12
€11 701

¥2 171 179

€75 750

¥14 055 791

Total cost up to year 15
€21 006

¥3 897 768

€117 563

¥21 814 402

Total costs up to year 20
€46 499

¥8 628 122

€219 412

¥ 40 712 994

Total savings over 20 years for the renewal fees and other costs of the 

UP18 with EP for each of the 18 UP countries

€172 913 (78.8%)

¥32 084 872

165

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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LEGAL CERTAINTY: THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT

166

Interpretation of the claims
▪EBoA - G1/24

▪UPC - CoA335/2023 

Added matter assessed under 

the EPO’s “gold standard”

▪EBoA - G 2/10 

▪UPC - CoA764/2024, CoA774/2024 

Assessment of inventive step
▪EBoA - G 2/21 

▪UPC - CoA528/2024, CoA529/2024 

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

https://www.epo.org/en/boards-of-appeal/decisions/g240001ex1
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/sites/default/files/upc_documents/576355-2023%20AnordnungEN.final_.pdf
https://www.epo.org/en/boards-of-appeal/decisions/g100002ex1
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/sites/default/files/files/api_order/Decision%20764-2025%20774-2025%20EP698%20EN.pdf
https://www.epo.org/en/boards-of-appeal/decisions/g210002ex1
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/sites/default/files/files/api_order/Final%20decision%20Amgen%20v%20Sanofi%20and%20%20Regeneron%20signed.pdf
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RISING UNITARY PATENT UPTAKE (1.9.2026)

 0

 500

1 000

1 500

2 000

2 500

3 000

3 500

4 000

4 500

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

UP uptake, per quarter Japan requests

2023 2024 2025 2026

2023
621

4.8%

2024
1 045
7.9%

2025
1 255
9.8%

3 938

Uptake
2026
1 017
11.6%

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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30.6%

Japanese figuresGlobal figures



S
e
c
u
ri
ty

 c
la

s
s
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
: 

P
u
b
lic

epo.org

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

UPTAKE RATE IN KEY TECHNOLOGY FIELDS (UNTIL 1.9.2026)
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UNITARY PATENT UPDATE

DRILL THROUGH FOR COUNTRY DATA ON THE UP DASHBOARD

Learn more about the Unitary Patent in Japanese: Introductory brochure and subtitled Unitary Patent overview!

https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://link.epo.org/web/applying/european/jap-unitary-patent-making-europe-attractive-innovation-investors.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWYokuFRFX0cc_load_policy=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWYokuFRFX0cc_load_policy=1


QUESTIONS & ANSWERS



THANK YOU
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