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SSTL The Company

UK satellite manufacturer is owned by 99% Airbus 
Defence& Space 1% University of Surrey

Since 1985, employing ~550 staff Facilities in the UK 
(Surrey, Kent, Hampshire) & US (Colorado)

Changing the economics of space ς
Å challenging the traditional space mission model
Å through the innovative use of disruptive technologies



satellites

SSTL NovaSAR

SSTL 300 S1

SSTL 300

SSTL GMP- T

SSTL 150

SSTL 100

SSTL- X50

Cubesats



Changing the Economics of Space

34+

Years+ in operation. 
6 Oct 1981 to date.

43

SSTL 
satellites 
launched

Number of SSTL constellations 
deployed and under contract 
(DMC, RapidEye, F7, DMC3, 
Kanopus)

5

Satellites in manufacture

21

Payloads in manufacture

22

As at July 2014



Company Growth

Permanent Staff Turnover



International Customers

Major contracts : platforms, payloads or complete missions
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Mission Solution The 
complete capability
Mission definition

Satellite manufacturing

Satellite testing

Ground control segment

Satellite operations

Training programmes

Launch vehicle 
procurement



Low cost high value
Vertically integrated design and manufacturing

COTS hardware (DNA / fabric of the S/C)

Mission focussed system testing

Multiple launch vehicles

Automated ground systems

Results focussed design



Missions in Manufacture

Galileo navigation system

EarthCARE

Lomonosov

DMC3

NovaSAR



Missions in Manufacture

FORMOSAT- 7

KazSTSat

Orbital Test Bed

GMP (Geostationary 
MinisatellitePlatform)

AlSat- 1B



5 Constellations in orbit or 
manufacture
Disaster monitoring 
constellation 

RapidEye

DMC3

FORMOSAT- 7

Galileo



Wide area
Rapid revisit

Achieved more than 10 years in-orbit heritage

Accurately and regularly monitor vast areas

Suitable for wide range of applications



High resolution / high 
performance

7+ year missions combining 1 metre class imaging 

High agility and accurate geolocation

Designed for highly demanding applications



Radar - NovaSAR

Low- cost SAR Satellite

SSTL- Airbus (D&S) Joint 
Programme

4 Modes: 6- 30m 
Resolution

first satellite

Constellation operations

Ready for launch 2015



Telecommunications and 
Navigation



Galileo

Selected by ESA to supply22 navigation payloads for 
the deployment phase of Europe's satellite navigation 
system



Ground segment
Mission Control Centre & 
Ground Station

Mission Planning System

Image Processing, Storage 
and Archiving

Installation

Training

Mission Support and 
Operations

Maintenance



Subsystems 

Fly the subsystems we fly choose from a wide range of 
space qualified platform technologies:

Å S- band TTC, PDH&T over X- band

Å OBC, AOCS, Propulsion, GNSS

Å Power Systems & Solar Panels

Å Platforms, Payloads


