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EU-JAPAN Brief is an occasional newsletter produced
by the European Office of the EU-Japan Centre, 
primarily intended to provide EU-Japan news to the
Former Participants in the Centre's training programmes.
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is a joint venture co-financed by the
European Commission and the
Japanese Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METI). Its aim 
is to foster the development of
industrial cooperation between 
companies from both regions
through training programmes for
business people, for EU and
Japanese students and researchers,
and through information services
and an industrial dialogue. 

JapJapan Head Officean Head Office
Nikko Ichibancho Bldg. 4F,
13-3 Ichibancho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 102-0082, Japan
Tel:  +81 (0)3 3221 6161
Fax: +81 (0)3 3221 6226
Email: eujapan@eu-japan.gr.jp
Website: http://www.eu-japan.gr.jp

European OfficeEuropean Office
Rue Marie de Bourgogne 52,
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel:  +32 (0)2 282 0040
Fax: +32 (0)2 282 0045
Email: office@eujapan.com
Website: http://www.eujapan.com

Submit an event for the next
issue:
If you are organising an
EU/Japan-related event that is
taking place in your country and
would like it to be considered
for inclusion in our forthcoming
newsletter, then please send
details to: 
j.michelson@eujapan.com .
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"A Continued Innovative Approach to Address New Common Challenges"

The EU-Japan Business Dialogue Round Table (BDRT) held its annual meeting in
Brussels on 7 and 8 July 2005 under the co-chairmanship of Viscount Davignon and
Mr. Kobayashi, and in the presence of Mr. Verheugen, Vice-President of the
European Commission and Commissioner for Enterprise & Industry, Mrs. Reding,
Commissioner for Information Society & Media, and Mr. Lamoureux, Director-
General of Energy & Transport DG; and from the Japanese Government: Mr.
Onodera, Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs (MOFA), Mr. Yamamoto,
Parliamentary Secretary for Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and Mr. Matsui,
Vice-Minister for Policy Coordination, International Affairs (MIC).
The participants were informed of the decisions of the last EU-Japan Summit held in
Luxembourg on 2 May 2005.  They appreciated the call for "a continued innovative
approach to the Action Plan to address new common challenges". Among others,
issues on international accounting standards, regulatory reforms, REACH regula-
tions, intellectual property rights, etc. are subjects on which the BDRT has been
focusing.  It was with those elements in mind that they drew up their new
Recommendations to the Authorities.

More information on: http://www.eujapan.com/europe/roundtable.html 
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The "Nippon Export Award" is an initiative of the Belgian-
Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Japan, the purpose
of which is to reward the most successful company exporting
to Japan, importing into Japan or distributing within Japan,
Belgian-Luxembourg products/services. 
This award is aimed at enhancing the winner's image in both Belgian-
Luxembourg and Japanese markets, and is an incentive for its staff. The
Nippon Export Award 2004 was a success, thanks especially to the high
patronages from Mr. Guy Verhofstadt, Prime Minister of Belgium, Mr. Jean-
Claude Juncker, Prime Minister of Luxembourg, and from the Belgian
Regions, the Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce as well as the Belgo-
Luxembourg Market Council.

If interested, fill in the forms and send them before Friday, 30 September
2005.
More information on:  
http://blccj.or.jp/2005/05/25/nippon-export-award-2005/
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Japan's production techniques and quality manage-
ment are among the most competitive in the world, and
innovation is also one of the strong points of Japan's
industry. 
The < W< World Class Manufacturing >orld Class Manufacturing > training
programme in Japan assists EU companies to acquire a
better understanding of the manufacturing methods like 'KAIZEN'
(continuous improvement), 'TQC' (Total Quality Control), 'TQM'
(Total Quality Management), 'TPM' (Total Productive Maintenance),
'JIT' (Just in Time) and 'TIE' (Total Industrial Engineering).  It helps
participants to learn how to improve manufacturing capabilities and
to increase performance by adapting Japanese manufacturing
methods to the European production line.
Course dates: from 24 Oct to 1 Nov 2005
Application deadline: 7 Sep 2005.
For more information:http://www.eujapan.com/europe/wcm.html

BBESTEST PPRACTICERACTICE VVISITISIT TTOO IBM DIBM DUBLINUBLIN DDUTCHUTCH LLEANEAN SSUMMITUMMIT

Nippon Export Nippon Export AAward 2005 - Call for Registrationward 2005 - Call for Registration
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HRTPHRTP - J- JAPAPANAN IINDUSTRNDUSTRYY IINSIGHTNSIGHT
Are you working for a Japanese subsidiary 
company based in the EU Member States?
Do you need to learn more about the Japanese   
business environment and management 
practices? Do you wish to improve 
communication between the Japanese
Headquarters and the European Branch?

With the support of the Japan External Trade Organisation
(JETRO), the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation is
organising a training programme in Japan - < HRTP< HRTP - Jap- Japanan
Industry Insight > Industry Insight > - with the aim of providing a unique
opportunity for EU managers working in Japanese-affiliated 
companies based in Europe to gain an integrated in-depth view
of Japanese industrial structure and business practices.
Course dates: from 23 Jan to 10 Feb 2006
Pre-departure briefing: 9 Dec 2005 (in Belgium)
Application deadline: 30 Sep 2005.
Details on:  http://www.eujapan.com/europe/hrtp_j.html

Enterprise Ireland (http://www.enterprise-ireland.com) is organising a
visit to the IBM advanced capability facility in Dublin on 28 September
2005. The visit is part of a series of events organised to expose managers
to best practice implementation. The visits provide an opportunity to see
good practice being used as well as a chance to network with other 
practitioners.

The visit programme and best practice network provide a very useful 
introduction to World Class techniques and the EU-Japan Centre's World
Class Missions to Japan.

For information, contact Mrs. Elaine Carroll (elaine_carroll@ie.ibm.com),
Supply Chain Project Manager, IBM Damastown, Dublin, Ireland.

The Lean Management Institute (part of the Global
Lean Network founded by Professor Daniel T. Jones and
Dr Jim Womack, authors of "Lean Thinking" and "The
machine that changed the world", both on the
Management Principles of the Toyota Production System)
is hosting its second Lean Summit "Lean in the
Lowlands" in Oosterbeek, The Netherlands on 20-30
September 2005.
The Summit will host speakers from Belgium and The
Netherlands, and will also include a plenary session and
workshop about Lean Consumption by Professor Jones.
Organisations participating in this event: Merck Sharp &
Dohme, Philips Electronics, General Electric, Jefferson
Pilot Financial, McKinsey, Thetford Europe, Timmerije,
Smit Transformatoren, Van Vlastuin Group, Kievit, Allanta
vzw, Simpler, Connexxion, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen,
LMI Duitsland and Lean Enterprise Academy. 

For further information: http://www.leaninstituut.nl 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs invites young Belgians (and Europeans, too)
for a two-week study tour of Japan in 2 groups to take place in November
2005. Applicants are expected to contribute to future Japan-European 
relations.  The object of the tour is, in the short term, to inspire an interest
in Japan by touching upon many aspects of Japan (i.e Japanese politics,
economy, culture, society etc.). It is hoped that in the longer term, the
applicants' understanding of Japan will help to strengthen future ties
between Japan and European countries.

More information on: 
http://www.be.emb-japan.go.jp/english/study/02-1studytour.html

The The YES or "YYES or "Young Executive Soung Executive Sttay" Programay" Program

YES is a commercial export project under the auspices of
His Royal Highness Prince Philippe of Belgium. It was
established by the BLCCJ (Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber
of Commerce in Japan) in 1998 and is co-organised with
the BJA (Belgium-Japan Association and Chamber of
Commerce). 10 participants from Belgian and Luxembourg
(BeLux) small or medium-sized companies with a potential
for and an interest in the Japanese market are selected
and offered a two-week tailor-made programme in Japan,
during which some BLCCJ and BJA members will share
their experience and provide the participants with the 
facilities they need in order to explore the potential for their
products in Japan.
The next edition of the programme will be held in
November 2006, the preparations starting in September
2005.  If you, representing a BeLux company, would like to
consider using the YES programme as a first step to Japan,
comprehensive information can be obtained by sending a
request to BLCCJ (info@blccj.or.jp) or BJA (info@bja.be).
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Canon Foundation FellowshipCanon Foundation Fellowships and s and AAwardswards

The 2005 EU-Japan Year of People-to-People Exchanges is in
full swing. The 2005 Year officially opened in

January with spectacular Taiko drumming concerts in Brussels and Tokyo. Since then, the official programme has grown
rapidly to total some 1000 different events and projects in Japan and the 25 EU Member States. More information on
these events can be found at http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/japan/eu2005/index.htm.

One of the recent highlights in Japan was the "EU Passport" stamp rally at the Aichi
Expo. More than 90,000 visitors participated in this event, organised at the Aichi Expo by the
Delegation of the European Commission to Japan in cooperation with the EU Member States'
pavilions at Aichi Expo. The lucky winner of the stamp rally was a seven-year-old girl from Nagoya,
one of the 7,200 visitors whose name was entered into the main prize raffle after collecting ten
stamps from different Member State pavilions. Her prize was a round-trip ticket to Brussels.
(http://jpn.cec.eu.int/home/showpage_en_related.embassy.aichi.passport.php).

For those of our readers in Belgium, two cultural events in particular should be highlighted. Why not visit the "Fascinants Textiles du
Japon" events taking place in Tournai until 11 September 2005, and which have been partly financed by the European Community
(http://www.triennaletournai.be)? Alternatively, seek out the exhibition of Imari porcelain in Brussels' Royal Museums of Art &
History until 28 August (http://www.kmkg-mrah.be/fr/divers/tentoonstellingen_nu.html#Imari).

2005 EU-J2005 EU-JAPAPANAN YYEAREAR OFOF PPEOPLEEOPLE--TTOO-P-PEOPLEEOPLE EEXCHANGESXCHANGES

Kanagawa Prefectural Government, in cooperation with the
organisations concerned, is implementing various 
programmes for the promotion of bioindustries with a view to
developing world-leading new industries.  The efforts include
infrastructural improvement, such as cultivation of human
resources and provision of incubation facilities, assistance to
the prefectural companies in their economic exchanges, and
introduction of a preferential treatment system for further
promotion of the location of research institutes and 
companies.

Against this backdrop, the
prefectural government has
decided to participate in

"BioJapan 2005 World Business Forum" scheduled for 
7-9 September 2005 at Pacifico Yokohama, Kanagawa
Prefecture.  The Forum, one of the largest events in the field
of biotechnology, will focus on the application of 
biotechnology in businesses. 
http://expo.nikkeibp.co.jp/biojapan/2005/eng/index.html

The Canon Foundation in Europe offers Research
Fellowships to young, highly qualified European and Japanese
researchers.
Additionally, Canon Foundation Awards are granted to outstanding
European and Japanese scholars or leading members of commercial,
industrial, governmental and professional organisations. They can be
nominated by representatives of academia or public or private 
organisations to teach and/or work on collaborative research.  For the
year 2006, we invite nominations in the field of "Similarities and 
differences between the EU and Japan".
The aim of the Foundation is to contribute to international understanding,
in particular between Europe and Japan.

The deadline for applications/nominations for the year 2006 is 15
September 2005. For more information, please check on
http://www.canonfoundation.org or contact: Canon Foundation in
Europe, Tel.: +31 71 515 65 55 - Fax: +31 71 515 70 27

Japan is the second largest market for healthcare and medical products
and imports hold nearly 45% of the market.

Business Link Somerset and UK
Trade & Investment are 
organising a healthcare trade 
mission to Japan in March 2006.
The mission will focus on the diagnostic market, but all health-

care companies wishing to sell into the Japanese market are welcome.

For further information please contact Sandra Warne, Senior International
Trade Adviser (sandra.warne@blsl.co.uk), or Yukiko Hirose at the British
Consulate General, Osaka (yukiko.hirose@fco.gov.uk) or Naoko Takei,
at the British Embassy, Tokyo (naoko.takei@fco.gov.uk).

“For me it is now almost a year ago since I came back from
Japan.  The exchange started with a 4-month language
course in Tokyo, which was very well organised.  In January,
it was time to start the 8-month internship with my host 
company, Toyota.  There I worked for the Ningenkougaku
department, and my project involved finding and 
investigating differences between the Japanese and
European lifestyles.  The Vulcanus Programme had an
impact on my personal as well as professional development:
personal, in experiencing and learning to adapt to a different
culture as well as learning a lot about myself.  Professional,
since thanks to the internship with Toyota and
the bonds I made and experiences I had, I 
successfully applied for a job with Toyota Europe
and started working there 4 weeks after returning
from Japan.  This is what Vulcanus is about:
helping to build up relations between the EU and
Japan to promote mutual understanding and
opportunities on both sides”  

“The Vulcanus programme is very complete and provides the
opportunity to learn much of the Japanese language while 
acquiring valuable experience working on a technologically 
challenging topic.  I was able to experience everyday life in Japan
and understand more than one ever could of the millennial-old 
culture.  The result for me is a better understanding of the
Japanese language, society and work life. The programme
opened the doors to me of a well-known Japanese company in
Europe, Toyota.  I am happy Vulcanus lived up to its promise”
Johan de Backer, French participant, Vulcanus in Japan 2003-
2004

VVULCANUSULCANUS PPARTICIPARTICIPANTSANTS’’ TTESTIMONIALESTIMONIAL

LLOSTOST AALUMNILUMNI We no longer have contact information for the following EU-Japan Alumni: MR. ERNST

BUCHBJERG, MR. DIETER BUCHERT, MR. JOHN CANNELL, MR. JOSÉ CANO, MR. MAURO CARABELLI, 
MR. EMMANUELE CARBONI, MR. ANTONIO CARDONE, MR. ROBERTO CARELLA, MR. ROBERT CHANE, MR. ERIK CHRISTENSEN.
If you know any means by which to get in touch with them (e-mail address, telephone,...), please contact us at office@eujapan.com.

Alumni CornerAlumni Corner

Anne Sophie Haerting, German 
participant, Vulcanus in Japan 2003-2004

Host company:
Toyota
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“Successful Lobbying in the New Europe”
Given the worldwide influence of the EU in
areas such as competition, standardisation,
environmental legislation, health care, and
consumer protection, every international
company has to take decision-making

processes in Brussels into account in and through its global
market strategies.  Presented by way of Japanese companies,
the present study reveals how access to the institutions of the
European Union can be efficiently structured by means of a 
professional representation of interests.
Available in English.
Authors: Joos Klemens and Franz Waldenberger

Date / LocationDate / Location EventEvent ContContactact
27 July 2005
Tokyo, Japan

JOHOGEN Seminar
“Mobile payments in Japan” by Gerhard Fasol, President

and CEO, Eurotechnology KK 

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
seminar@eu-japan.gr.jp
Fax: +81 (0)3 3221 6226

30 - 31 July 2005
Tokyo, Japan

The first annual Asia Pacific Trade Seminars (APTS)
conference, jointly with the Asia Pacific Economic

Association (APEA)

Mercury Tower, Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo, Japan
Local Organisers: Jota Ishikawa (jota@econ.hit-u.ac.jp) and
Taiji Furusawa (furusawa@econ.hit-u.ac.jp). Details at
http://wakame.econ.hit-u.ac.jp/%7Etrade/apts/

7 - 9 September 2005
Yokohama, Japan

BIO JAPAN, biotechnologies fair
UBIFRANCE participation

UBIFRANCE, Mr. Richard (renaud.richard@ubifrance.fr)
Tel:+33 (0)496172567 

8 September 2005
Tokyo, Japan

Back to Tokyo(Town) Evening
Club Room, Embassy of Sweden, 18:30 - 20:30

Swedish Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Japan
(http://www.sccj.org/events.php)
Fax: +81 3-5211-2102 or e-mail to sccj@twics.com

13 - 16 September 2005
Tokyo, Japan

International Conference on Quality - ICQ '05 Tokyo
Quality Evolution - Way to Sustainable Growth
hosted by Union of Japanese Scientists and Engineers - JUSE

http://www.juse.or.jp/e/conventions/icq05.html

15 September 2005
North Wales & South
Wales, UK

Japanese Awareness Seminar in conjunction with
JETRO, Multi Sector Inward Mission

Mrs. Helen Griffiths (helen.griffiths@wales.gsi.gov.uk)
Tel: +44 (0) 2920 823750 
http://www.walestrade.com/welshcompanies/events/index.htm

19 September 2005
Paris, France

Forum “Le Rôle de l’Euro dans l’Economie
Européenne”, organised by the Paris Chamber of

Commerce in cooperation with the French - Japanese
Exchange Comittee and the NIKKEI newspaper

Paris Chamber of Commerce
Tel: +33 (0)1 55653512 
Fax: +33 (0)1 55653677 

5 October 2005
Birmingham, UK

“Working with Japanese Business”
Presenter: Stephanie Oyama B. Phil, M.A., 

Japan Consultancy

The Orange Studio, Birmingham
To reserve places: call +44 (0)1299 400412 or email
japan@oyama.fsbusiness.co.uk

7 October 2005
London, UK

Asia Seminars at SOAS 
(School of Oriental and African Studies)

For information: http://www.soas.ac.uk/outreach
Email: interface@soas.ac.uk

17 - 21 October 2005
Paris, France

14th European Biomass Conference and Exhibition:
“Biomass for Energy, Industry and Climate Protection”

biomass.conf@etaflorence.it
Conference website: http://www.conference-biomass.com

19 - 20 October 2005
Portorož, Slovenia

Port Management and Logistics conference
"Trade between the EU and Far East: South European ports 

as an alternative to the North European ports"

Mr. Luka Koper, Port and Logistic System, 
http://www.luka-kp.si

20 - 26 October 2005
Tokyo, Osaka, Japan

UBIFRANCE Symposium
“Présentation du savoir-faire français dans le secteur 

des accessoires de mode”

UBIFRANCE, Mrs. Marie-Christine Thumerel
(marie-christine.thumerel@ubifrance.fr)
Tel: +33 (0)1 40733880

24 Oct - 1 Nov 2005
Tokyo, Japan 

Managerial Training Programme in Japan
"World Class Manufacturing"

Application deadline: 7 September 2005

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation
Tel: +32 2 282 37 16 - Mail to: c.godart@eujapan.com
http://www.eujapan.com

31 Oct - 1 Nov 2005
Yokohama, Japan

Japanese Launch of the Global Wind Energy Council More information: http://www.gwec.net

7 - 10 November 2005
Torino, Italy

8th JAMA-CLEPA Business Conference 2005 JAMA - CLEPA
http://www.jama-clepa.com

The European Office of the EU-Japan Centre alone is responsible for the information contained in its communications or publications. 
Neither the European Commission nor the Government of Japan is responsible for any use that may be made of the information 
contained therein.    Editor: J. Michelson
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IMEC 
(Interuniversity MicroElectronics
Center) recently organised a
cross-cultural event to explore
Japanese traditions. 
The initiative came from CEO
Gilbert Declerck, in order to
improve collaboration with the
residents in the research centre
for nanoetechnology and 

nanoelectronics. 
Full report on: http://www.imec.be/ovinter/static_news/newslink.shtml
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